
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
COUNT ME INs - A Count Me In (CMI) is an event or experience hosted & 
paid for by an individual or group. The host(s) come up with an event, 
determine if it's kids only, adults only or family, as well as how many 
people can 'buy in' to their event. CMI's have a set price & set number of 
'spots' so they can sell out. CMI's can be as creative as you want. Here are 
some simple ideas: 
 

 
For Adults: 
Karaoke or 
Poker Night 

Cooking Class 
Themed Dinner 
Dance Lesson  

Cocktail or Tasting Party 
Sip & Sun Salutations  

Knit & Sips 
Paint Party  

Trivia or Movie 
Night  

Round of Golf 
or other sporting 

activity Gallery Tour 
Pool Party 

For Kids    :  
Kick Ball Party  

Ice Cream 
Socials  

Movie Nights  
Cookie Making 
Crafting Party  

Tea Party 
Minecraft or Lego 

Building  
Game Night 

Fairy House Building 
 

For Families:  
Hike & Picnic 

Beat Your Parents'  
Game Night 

Beach Bonfires 
 

 
 
Many people team up to host a CMI which makes them affordable to 
host. CMIs should also be affordable to buy. CMIs are typically priced per 
person and can differ depending on the type of event. We recommend 
keeping the buy in price between $25-$45 but it is up to the host. Submit 
a CMI through the online donation form.  

 

Spring Gala & Auction:  
Count-Me-Ins, Community Items 

Class Projects & Teacher Features 



 

Community Items – Community items are gathered from individuals 
and businesses and may take any form such as in-kind product/s, art 
pieces, event tickets, gift cards/certificates, memorabilia, autographed 
items, overnight accommodations, camps, lessons, and financial 
contributions. Any person or business is welcome to contribute an item. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Class Projects - All classes are invited to contribute a project. Parents in each 
class are asked to work together to determine what type of project they will 
contribute: an art piece, a basket, a big-ticket item or an experience.  Volunteers lead 
the project and all are welcome to contribute in some way, shape or form.  Art 
projects may take place during class with the express consent of the teacher. 
Themed baskets are popular and sell well when they include experiences to be 
redeemed by the winner such as: 
 

Tickets to Events 
Or Locations 
Movie Nights  
Beach Outings 

Restaurants 
Art Party  

Roller-skating 
Bowling 

Golfing or Spa 
Wine Tasting* 
Game Nights 
Kid Activity 

 
     *Please note that baskets may not include bottled alcohol. It requires additional permitting. 
 

Teacher Features - We love to have the involvement of McKinley teachers 
& staff through our “Teacher Features”.  Teachers & staff offer one-on-
one activities or events for students that range from walking tours of 
Balboa Park to ceramic classes in Liberty Station. Students absolutely 
love spending time with their favorite teachers and we are lucky to 
have such generous people teaching at McKinley. 

 
 
  

QUESTIONS?  
Contact the McKinley Spring Gala Committee mckinleygala@gmail.com 

Facebook @MckinleyElementarySpringGala | Instagram @mckinleysgala 
 

To submit a community item or CMI donation visit:  
https://mckinleyptc.org/events/spring-gala/gala-auction-donation-form/ 


