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McKinley Variety Show, Birch North Park
Theatre, Friday, March 16 at 6:15pm
This year’s show is themed Wavin' Flag–Celebrating
Our Diversity. Come watch acts from magic, cultural
dances, and skits, to hip-hop dancing, singing, and
joke telling….McKinley’s Got Talent! Tickets are $5
adults, $3 kids: available the night of the performance
starting at 5:30pm. Raffle tickets also for sale, plus
snacks at intermission. All sales benefit McKinley!

RSVP Now: McKinley Casino Royale,
April 21, 6:30pm, Sunset Temple
RSVP now for the 2nd Annual Casino Royale.

March Dates
Variety Show Practice – Mondays
4-5pm and Wednesdays 4-5:30pm
10th – Coach Lunsford’s Adventure Club
@ 9:30am – Hike Mission Trails
10th – Saturday School, 9am-1pm
13th – SSC/SGT Meeting, 4pm
15th – Pizza Night
16th – Variety Show, 6:15pm
21-23 – Parent Conferences Min. Days
28th – Family Math Night, 6pm
30th – Award Ceremony

Fundraiser Tip of the Month!
Help Raise Money for McKinley by
donating an item or services for our
silent auction during Casino Night!
We’re kicking into gear for McKinley’s 2nd
Annual Casino Night! This year’s theme is Old
Hollywood and it will take place in the
neighborhood at the Sunset Temple (behind
Claire de Lune’s coffee lounge) on April 21st!
We’re all sure to win because all money raised
will help our kids!

Be Caring
Be Balanced
Be Reflective

Terra Cycle
www.terracycle.net

Our school
recycles! Bring in
drink pouches,
glue sticks, corks,
chip bags, ink
cartridges, old
pens and
crayons!

As with most events, there will be a silent
auction with some amazing items (e.g. hotel
stays, Disneyland tickets, gift cards and more).
We are hoping to have some fun creative items
to auction off as well, so rather then asking for
money, we are asking that you provide some
fun donations.

When: April 21, 2012 at 6:30pm
Where: Sunset Temple, 3911 Kansas Street, 92104
Cost: $35 per person, includes food, one free drink,
music and $100 play money
Who: Tell your friends and family, it is not limited to
McKinley families
To RSVP, download a Casino Ticket Order Form
from the McKinley website (or pick up a form in the
office) and bring the completed form with your cash
or check payment to the school office.

Coach Lunsford’s Adventure Club: Saturday,
March 10th @ 9:30am – Hike Mission Trails
Join Coach Lunsford and other McKinley families
for an easy outdoor adventure. Meet at the East
Fortuna Equestrian Lot (take 52 East to Mast Blvd.
exit, turn right off of freeway and follow signs) and
bring water, snacks, comfortable shoes and a smile.

Roosevelt PTSA Nominating Officers
Please sign up
with the office to
get flyers and
notifications
through email.

If you have a student attending Roosevelt next year,
the Roosevelt Parent Teacher Student Association
(PTSA) is soliciting nominations for next year's
elected officer positions, which are President,
Executive Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and
Auditor. The time commitment varies by position.
No experience is required! Training sessions and
materials are available. For more information, please
contact Becky Jones at rputnamj@cox.net.

If you are a great cook, artistic, love
hiking…or a business owner with unique
items, we are looking for your time and
creativity to raise money. If you donate a
service from your business, we will promote
your company at the event. Some ideas that
have already been donated/suggested include:
Bake a kid’s birthday cake
Cook a fabulous meal for six – your home or
delivered
Lead a family or two on your favorite hike
A craft party for kids
An outdoor movie night for four families
Sailing, tennis or other sport lessons
Room painting
Wine tasting
Game nights
Boot camp
Got the idea? Any questions? Contact Sandy
Mattson, sandywmattson@cox.net /619-6406781 or Jennifer Spencer, jensabo@yahoo.com
619-733-9024. Thanks for your support!

Flute Beatboxing Workshop &
Concert, Wednesday, March 28, 6pm
Erica Calvert, McKinley’s Music Teacher,
recommends this concert to McKinley families.
PROJECT Trio–Greg Pattillo, Peter Seymour,
Eric Stephenson! Bursting onto the scene with
their landmark videos, they are a musical
experience defining a new level of entertainment!
http://sandiegofluteguild.org/SDFG_ReadMo
re.php?newsid=145%29

A Few Words from Principal Julie Ashton-Gray
Email: jashton-gray@sandi.net

Dear McKinley Families,
Greetings! February flew by with lots of learning and enriching
experiences to our students.
Night at the Opera
A large group of fifth graders and their teachers, Mrs. Phillips and
Mrs. Cheesman, and I were thrilled to attend the dress rehearsal of
the opera, Moby Dick, which recently debuted in San Diego. The
students and staff were most fortunate to have a docent and former
McKinley family member, Hilda Yoder, visit the classroom and bring
a variety of techniques to bring the opera to life for us before our
visit. Student Night at the Opera provides students and chaperones
access to a portion of the final dress rehearsal of the main stage
production. We heard the first and second acts accompanied by the
San Diego Symphony Orchestra, and saw the cast and chorus in
spectacular costumes and scenery. Our experience gave us a true
taste of what opera is all about. We all had a wonderful time and
certainly will keep this as a “Must Do” for our students each year!
Author Visits McKinley
Thanks to Pat Taylor, our extraordinary volunteer, award-winning
author, Gary Soto, visited McKinley on Feb. 24th. He met with
students in grades 3-5, talked about his life as a writer, and addressed
students’ smart questions. Thanks to Pat and the Rotary Club, each
student received a signed Gary Soto book! It was a great afternoon
and we are eternally grateful for Pat who shares her love of reading
and commitment to creating life-long readers for our students.
National Geographic Assembly
Nancy Woodman, author, illustrator, naturalist, and adventurer,
visited McKinley on Feb. 28th. She has been on expeditions on
remote corners of the world. For students in K-3, she presented
“Running with Whales”. Students had the opportunity to dive below
the waves with National Geographic Critter Cam for a unique and
fascinating view of the secret lives of Humpback whales. The whales
work as a team in bubble net activities, each with a specific task, to
capture large numbers of fish. Students learned about teamwork, as
well as “thinking of out of the box.” The film shows “mom” taking
her baby whale deep into the ocean to watch a bubble net from
below. For students in grades 4 and 5, Nancy presented “Exploring
Biomimicry”. Biomimicry is an emerging science studying nature’s
brilliant innovations and imitates these designs and processes to solve
human challenges in sustainable ways. Students learned about things
organisms do to be successful and how we might learn from their
mind-boggling and elegant strategies. Through an introduction of the
time-tested principles used by the natural world, students learned how
life creates conditions conducive for life and they can become the
next generation of creative and innovative thinkers!
March brings us…
Read Across America
On Friday, March 2, students wore their pajamas in honor of Dr.
Seuss’ Birthday and Read Across America! Four alumni visited and
shared their favorite books and stories of McKinley. Parents who
attended Family Friday joined our school-wide reading session.
Testing
All students across the district and state in grade four took the STAR
writing test on March 6th. Students in grades 1-5 just completed

benchmark exams in literacy and mathematics as ONE indicator of
how they are progressing on grade level standards. The second
reporting period ended March 3. Minimum days are scheduled for
March 21, 22, and 23 for parent conferences. Please schedule time
with your child’s teacher if you want a parent conference.
Contact your Legislator!
The minutes from the School Site Council and Site Governance
Team are posted on our websites each month. Budget cuts have
colored our schools in California for the past several years and we are
all very weary of facing another year of cuts for the 2012-13 school
year. Our students deserve more. It is never too late to contact
your legislator and ask for funding support of K-12 education.
See the district website www.sandi.net for contact information.
Family Math Night
Our next Family Math Night is scheduled for March 28, 2012, at 6:00
p.m. Stay tuned for more information!
Student Exercise and Safety
Students are expected to walk/run in the morning before school to
get their brains in gear for a day of learning. The play equipment is
off limits. After school, there is no staff supervision on the
playground. The east parking lot on Redwood is for staff only. The
gates are locked to keep students safe and control any visitors to our
campus. Traffic jams continue to be a problem after school especially
on Thursday. Please make sure you use caution and have patience as
we get all students safely to their families. Thank you for your
cooperation and working together to keep a safe and secure campus.
Saturday School
McKinley is hosting our second Saturday School for students in
grades 1-5 on Saturday, March 10 from 9-1:00. Students who attend
the four-hour academic session will make up one absence and clear
four tardiest. Taught by McKinley teachers, students will have a
rotation of reading, writing, math, and time in the computer lab.
Please contact the office at 619-282-7694 if you have any questions.
Attendance Counts
Thank you for making sure your child/children attend school on time
every day. As of Feb. 29, McKinley’s portion of lost ADA (Average
Daily Attendance) to our district totals, $37,147.06. At the end of
Jan., McKinley’s attendance was 96.5%. For Feb., we are ranked 18th
out of 117 elementary schools! This ranking has decreased from 27th
in Jan. The chart below shows the attendance for our school compared to last year. Our attendance is improving; however, absences
do cost our district. Please make sure your child’s absence is only due
illness. Thank you for helping our children develop responsibility and
job readiness skills by being on time ready to learn every day.

Student News Section
2nd Grade

Our 2nd graders just finished their IB unit on how products get from
the producer to the consumer. The students presented amazing
projects in which they designed their own company/product, showed
how it is made and shipped, and how the workers and planet are
taken care of. The students found many ways to take action in their
own lives in this as well. We are in the middle of our IB unit on how
people from the past and present inspire us to make peaceful change
in the world. We are looking forward to our Legoland field trip on
March 9th, which compliments our current science unit on balance
and motion.
Mr. Kenyon, 2nd Grade Teacher
UPforEd
The PTC recently sent out an email about an event by UPforEd.
There were concerns from some parents about this group. Here
is more information for those who are interested.
http://www.upfored.org/events/splashandmingle
http://www.aarynbelfer.com/2012/01/up-for-ed.html

4th Grade

In 4th grade math, Mr. Pike is teaching us everything! Decimals,
fractions and geometry, he has it all! At the moment we’re studying
decimals! Did you know that fractions are related to decimals? Well,
they are because you can change a fraction to a decimal and a decimal
to a fraction! We already know fractions, they are simple! We learned
them at the beginning of the year! Next in math we are going to learn
how to add and subtract decimals! So make sure that you’re practicing
your math!
Clara, 4th Grade, Mr. Pike

Mr. Pike’s classroom is studying electricity and magnetism. We
have our final IB project coming up and everybody is working
hard. We made electric circuits in class and made an
electromagnet!! Did you know that the Greeks found the first
magnetic rock called magnite? They also invented the first
compass!! Well now you know!!!
Emily, 4th Grade, Mr. Pike

