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Terra Cycle 

www.terracycle.n
et 

Our school 
recycles! Bring in 

drink pouches, 
glue sticks, corks, 

chip bags, ink 
cartridges, old 

pens and 
crayons! 

 
 
 

                
 
 
 

 
Please sign up 

with the office to 
get flyers and 
notifications 

through email. 

 Messenger  

¿Necesita las noticias en español?  Llame 282-7694. 
 

 

Beautification Committee Meeting – Monday, 
June 6, 6:00-7:30pm 
There will be a meeting for the McKinley 
Beautification Committee in the Community Room 
on Monday, June 6 at 6pm.  This meeting is open to 
everyone.  Topics being discussed include: update on 
the Joint Use Park, review of site beautification ideas, 
and plans to update the Auditorium based on the 
Lowe’s grant we received. 
 
Great Turnout by McKinley at “Wake Up 
California” Rally on May 24! 
There was a great turnout by McKinley staff and 
families at the May 24 rally to wake up the state 
legislators regarding the funding for education.  
Thanks to Steve Cook for emceeing the event, Sandy 
Mattson for helping organizing it and all the staff and 
families who attended! 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

PTC Happy Hour and Farewell to 
Elaine Shankar! 
When: Friday, June 10th, 4:30 – 8:00pm 
Where:  True North 
 3815 30th Street  
It's been another great year and we have a 
lot to celebrate...It's also Elaine Shankar's 
last year (of her 10+ years as a McKinley 
parent).  So let's all get together and give her 
a huge thanks!  Through the years, Elaine 
has lead many McKinley fundraisers, 
including the Jog-A-Thon, Variety Show, 
and the Golf Tournament.  She has also 
been a member of, and for the last two years 
the chairman of, the McKinley SSC (School 
Site Council).  McKinley would not be what 
it is without her hard work and dedication.   
 
Farm Raiser 
The final Farm Raiser box of the year will be 
delivered on Thursday, June 9.  Sign-up 
forms are available in the office or on the 
McKinley website.  Return the form with 
payment to the office no later than June 2nd. 
 

 
 
Help the School Go Green By Using 
Less Paper -- Sign up to Receive Your 
Wednesday Flyers by Computer Only 
In an effort to save money on paper and 
copying, the PTC is posting on its website 
the informational flyers the school and PTC 
send home on Wednesdays in your eldest 
child’s backpack. If you would like to stop 
receiving the paper packets from the school, 
please email McKinleyPTC@yahoo.com. 
Then, each Wednesday, you will receive an 
email with a link to the McKinleyPTC.com 
webpage where the notices are posted. You 
can print them from the website as needed.    
 

June Dates 
1st – Spring Concert 
2nd – Suzie's Farm Deadline 
2nd – Volunteer Tea, 1:30pm 
3rd – Donor Appreciation Brunch 
3rd – Grandparent’s Day, 9-11am 
6th – Beautification Committee Mtg 
7th – Award Assemblies, K-3 Grades 
8th – Award Assemblies, 4-5 Grades 
10th – PTC Happy Hour and  
           Farewell to Elaine Shankar 
13th – Last Day of School 
13th – 5th Grade Promotion, 11am 
 
   

 



 
 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Principal:  Julie Ashton-Gray 
Email:  jashton-gray@sandi.net 

 

Join other parents to discuss school 
issues at www.McKinleyPTC.com. 

Visit us at 
http://new.sandi.net/schools/mckinley 

Be Caring.    Be Balanced.    Be Reflective. 

The 3rd Grade is doing life science! We have Crayfish and Snails! 
For those of you who don’t know Crayfish have sharp Pinchers! 
We study their habitats and their features! 
                          Emily Mattson / Room 12, 3rd Grade 
 
Bugs are very important in life! That is why we are studying 
them in second grade! They are fascinating creatures. They help 
the earth very much! Bugs are good for the earth and I love 
them! 
  Grace Nunamaker / Room 17, 2nd Grade 
 
Right now the 3rd grade is learning about poetry. We have 
learned about lots of famous poets who have made a difference 
in the world. We have to write 9 poems. The poems help people 
learn about emotions. We do Diamantes, Haiku, Quatrain, 
Cinquen, Wingspark, and lots more. The poetry helps us express 
ourselves. It also helps us write better. We all love poetry. 
  Julia Nunamaker / Room 19, 3rd Grade 
                                                       
 

 

Congratulations to McKinley IB World School!   
The State Ranking is out for California Schools:   
McKinley's API Score is 848!  Our new API Ranking!!!   8  9!     
Our 8 State Rank – is an increase from 6;  
Our 9 Similar Schools Rank – is an increase from 7!  
The Academic Performance Index (API) is an annual measure 
of test score performance of schools and districts. The 
California Department of Education (CDE) calculates the API 
and disseminates the results directly to schools and districts as 
well as posting them on the CDE website.  The API is a single 
number on a scale of 200 to 1,000 that indicates how well 
students in a school or district performed on the previous 
spring’s tests. An API is calculated for the whole school plus its 
“numerically significant subgroups,” including socio-
economically disadvantaged students, English learners, and 
students with disabilities.  McKinley's API is 848 based on the 
2010 California Standards Test. 
 
Ranking:   
API scores for schools of the same type (elementary, middle, 
and high) are ranked into "deciles," with 1 representing the 
lowest-performing 10% of schools and 10 the highest-
performing 10%.  Schools have two rankings: (1) a statewide 
ranking that compares each school with all other schools in the 
state of the same type, and (2) a Similar Schools ranking that 
compares each school with 100 others that have similar student 
populations and other characteristics.  For more information, 
visit API Website. 
 
These next few weeks are very busy with continued learning 
and preparation for next year.  Over the summer, encourage 
your child to read, write, have fun with mathematical concepts 
and develop interest and enthusiasm about learning!  Parents 
are their child’s primary educator, so have fun learning and 
exploring together throughout the summer.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Dear McKinley Families, 

It is hard to believe we are in our last few weeks of the 2010-
2011 school year!  The year has definitely flown by and we  
have made many memories each day in the classroom with 
your children and as a learning community.   

The International Baccalaureate Website, www.ibo.org, lists 
international schools throughout the world.  We were honored 
to have a group of 12 educators from an IB School 
in Shanghai, China, visit McKinley on May 17th.  The group is 
touring schools in the United States and found McKinley IB 
World School on the IBO website.  Despite the rainy day, the 
group enjoyed their brief visit of classrooms, meeting our staff 
and students, and dining on pizza for lunch.  This opportunity 
helps us realize the power and potential of the IB World 
Schools Network.  "The aim of all IB Programmes is to 
develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their 
common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet,  
help to create a better and more peaceful world" (IB Learner 
Profile K-12).  Next year, we plan to communicate with their 
students across the miles with Skype, emails, and letter  
writing.   

I21 Interactive Classroom Installation Complete for 
Fourth Graders!   
On May 11, fourth grade students received their individual 
netbooks as the final phase in the i21 installation.  The new  
21st Century interactive classroom includes an interactive 
whiteboard, audio/visual cabinet, a teacher’s presentation 
station, a wireless voice amplification system, an advanced-
model document camera, DVD player, and individual  
student netbooks.  21st Century classrooms are in grades  
3, 4, and 5th grade will be installed during the 2011-2012  
school year.  
 
 

Mr. Rittko’s Class: 
Room 6 raised $50.00 and sent it to the World Wildlife Fund. 
Instead of holiday presents they were encouraged to donate 
coins and adopted tree frogs in the Amazon Rain Forest.  This 
helps develop a sense of social responsibility for the planet at 
an early age.  We hope to continue and encourage this altruistic 
attitude next year. 
 
Mrs. Phillips’ Class: 
5th graders get ready for exhibition! Adaly, Alana, and 
Jazzmine invited the president of the North Park Community 
Association, Nicki Berdy, to McKinley for an interview. She 
brought the girls hats, fans and key rings. She also brought 
member Rene Parada, a former McKinley student. The 
students learned about the work that the NPCA does, and they 
learned about McKinley. Everyone was impressed!  
 

 


