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Be Caring
Be Balanced
Be Reflective

2013 Jog-a-Thon Marks New Record!
This year our kids ran a total of 1,012 miles (up from
851 last year) to raise over $30,000 (up from $26,362
last year). Thanks to all students who took part!
Special shout outs go to:
- Our amazing event co-chairs: Helen Newlin, Katie
Redman and Bridgette Tullis, and all committee
members who helped make the event a great success.
- Mike Wallace for all his work on the school’s jog-athon website and personalized website trainings.
More than $9,600 was raised online this year!
- The 70+ parent volunteers the day of the event!
- 5th grader Meghan Bovee who designed this year’s
t-shirt and Elizabeth Newlin who produced them.
- Local businesses who sponsored t-shirts: North Park
Nursery by Mooch, De Luca's Pizza, Parkside Market,
Alden Environmental, Community Housing Works
- And, of course, our Principal Julie Ashton-Gray and
our amazing teachers and staff!
Important Dates:
- Nov. 18: Awards Ceremony (Students get 1 raffle
ticket for each sponsor on their sponsor sheet.)
- Dec. 12: T-shirts given to students & Pizza Party
with Mrs. Ashton-Gray
- Dec. 19: Limo Ride to In-&-Out Burger for the top
money earners.

1st – Thanksgiving Food Drive Begins
6th – PTC Meeting, 6:15-7:30pm
11th – Veteran’s Day – School Closed
19th – Thanksgiving Food Drive Ends
21st – Pizza Night
18th-22nd – Parent Conferences Min.
Days
25th-29th – Thanksgiving Break

December Dates
1st – SoNo Fest & Chili Cook-off
3rd – SSC/SGT Meeting, 4pm
SoNo Fest & Chili Cook-off
Mark your calendars for McKinley’s 4th
Annual SoNo Fest & Chili Cook-off on
December 1, 2013 from 11 am to 5 pm.
The festivities include chili tasting in handthrown ceramic bowls, great holiday gifts
and crafts from local artisans, live music,
kids' activities, a craft beer and wine garden,
and much more.
This is McKinley’s top fundraiser for the
year, earning over $32,000 last year.
Please support the event by attending with
your family and friends or, for even more
fun, be a part of it. This is an all-volunteer
event and we need volunteers for 2-3 hour
shifts the day of the event. Please sign up at:
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084
AA4AE2FA46-sono. For questions about
volunteering, email Stacy Birney at
stacybir@gmail.com.
For more information, Like us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/SoNoFestandChi
liCookOff and/or visit
www.sonofestchilicookoff.com.

Terra Cycle
www.terracycle.net

Our school
recycles! Bring in
glue sticks, glue
bottles, pens,
markers, tape
dispensers and
ink cartridges!
NOTE: We are no
longer recycling
crayons.

San Diego Ceramic Connection's
Community Chili Potluck and
Contest at the SoNo Fest Event

McKinley Thanksgiving Canned Food Drive
Nov. 1 – 19, Goal: 20 Dinners

Please sign up
with the office to
get flyers and
notifications
through email.

November Dates

Please drop off any of the following items in the
collection containers located near the office:
• Cranberry sauce
• Cans of corn or green beans
• Box of instant potatoes or small bag of potatoes
• Cans of sweet potatoes/yams
• Package of dinner rolls
• Cans of fruit
• Box of cake mix and frosting
• Box of stuffing
• Cash/check donations clearly marked for drive will
be used to buy turkeys. Bring to the front office.
For questions, email info@mckinleyptc.com.

We are turning up the volume…of chili!
This year we welcome chili in crock pots
AND in larger stock pots, which will be kept
warm on a large gas grill.
- Wanted: contributions of crock pot AND
stock pot chili (4 gal or more). We also
welcome cornbread!
- When: choose a shift to bring your chili or
cornbread on 12/1: 10:30am, 12:30pm,
2:30pm.
Note that to be entered in the chili or
cornbread contest, you will need to bring
your chili at 10:30 am.
- Sign up:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/ccc?k
ey=0At6E3_u_BbfBdE15VkREZzZRMkRz
M2UzN252c3Y4Y3c&usp=sharing
Copy the above link to the sign-up sheet
where you will choose a time, size of pot,
and enter your name, type of chili or
cornbread, and desired contest category if
entering.
- Questions? Theresa Talley 858-200-6975

A Few Words from Principal Julie Ashton-Gray
Email: jashton-gray@sandi.net

Dear McKinley Families,
It is hard to believe November is here! We have had two
very busy months of school and the students are growing
in size, stature, and learning every day! As we enter the
month of November and upcoming holidays, I count my
blessings daily for my family, friends, good health, and
leading the McKinley Learning Community!!!
Dare to Dream –Vision 2020
On Friday, November 1, parents and family members who
attended Family Friday shared their dreams for their child
at McKinley Elementary. Here are a few:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Enjoy learning, and have fun!
Love school and have a strong desire to learn
Have a sense of the larger world – culturally and
intellectually
Believe learning should be fun and be life-long
learners
Make friends and develop social skills
Develop self-control and confidence

I look forward to having more opportunities to dialog with
students, parents, and staff to get input and work together
to strengthen our IB Programme and Quality
Neighborhood School. Thank you to all participants!
Superintendent Cindy Marten shared her dreams for the
San Diego Unified School District at the State of the
District address October 29th. To hear the address, visit
www.sandi.net. The next Family Friday is on December
6th at 2:30 p.m. Leaders from the Food Services
department will share what is cooking in our school’s
cafeterias and plans for healthier eating! Please join us in
the Media Center!
Please Welcome New Teacher: Mickey Davenport
McKinley was granted an additional teacher to eliminate
our second and third combination class. This is a
tremendous benefit for the students at McKinley so they
can receive instruction at their particular grade level with
reduced class size. Please welcome Mr. Davenport to our
staff. He comes to McKinley with extensive experience in
K-5 education. He is teaching third grade in room B-25
and Jesse Carrillo continues with the second grade in
room 11.
Parent – Teacher Conferences 11/18-11/22
TIME TO CHECK IN ON YOUR CHILD’S
PROGRESS!
Parent conferences are scheduled the week of November
18-22, the week BEFORE Thanksgiving. The entire week
will be minimum days and school is dismissed at 12:55
p.m. to accommodate all parents, so please make childcare
arrangements for that week. Parents will receive a copy of

Join other parents to discuss school issues at
www.McKinleyPTC.com.

Or visit us on the School District website at
http://new.sandi.net/schools/mckinley

the first report card at the conference. If you haven’t
signed up yet for a parent-teacher conference, please do
so by contacting your child’s teacher. We expect 100%
turnout! To best prepare for the conference: talk to your
child before the conference to find out about his or her
perceived areas of strength and challenge; ask your child
if there are any specific questions he/she would like to
ask the teacher. We believe children are active
participants in their learning so invite students to attend
their conference as appropriate and convenient. We
believe that a strong partnership between the home and
school will significantly benefit your child’s progress in
school!
Attendance Counts
Thank you for making sure your child/children attends
school on time every day. For each day’s absence, our
district loses $30 dollars per child. It adds up quickly! Just
a few absences in every class adds up over the year to
around the salary of a school teacher with benefits.
Imagine this is just at our school and there are over 200
schools in our district. At the end of September, we are
ranked 18th in the district out of 117 elementary schools!
Consider the impact on our class sizes! Please send your
child to school unless they are truly sick. Below is our
percentage of attendance for the month of September.
Out of 118 elementary schools, McKinley is ranked 20th,
slightly down from last year. The chart below shows the
attendance for our school compared to our attendance
last year. Thank you for helping our children develop
responsibility and job readiness skills by being on time
and ready to learn every day.
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Don’t forget…
The play equipment is off limits in the morning before
school. Parents and students are encouraged to get their
blood circulating by walking around the field. A little
exercise goes a long way to optimize physical and mental
performance throughout the day. Those not participating
may wait at the lunch tables or sit on the steps. Thank
you for your assistance to keep our students safe and
healthy starting off first thing in the mornings. There is
no supervision afterschool on the yard. The gates are
closed and locked by 4:00 p.m. Please exit the
playground for our Primetime program. Thanks for your
assistance.

