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March Dates
6th – Variety Show, North Park
Theatre, 6:00pm
7th – Deadline for After School
Enrichment Sign-up Forms
7th – Family Friday, 2:40pm
20th – After School Enrichment
Classes
Begin
20th – Pizza Night – Sicilian Thing
22nd – Saturday School, 9am-1pm
26-28th – Parent Conferences,
Minimum School Days
31st - April 4th – Spring Break

McKinley
Elementary
3045 Felton St.
San Diego, CA
92104
619-282-7694

Be Caring
Be Balanced
Be Reflective

53rd Annual McKinley Variety Show
This year’s Variety Show will be at 6:00 pm,
Thursday, March 6th at the Birch North Park Theater.
Tickets sold at the door: adults $5, children $3.
Performing students need to be at the theatre at 5:00
p.m. stage ready (costumes on, hair done, etc.), with
snack/dinner and something to keep them occupied.
No parents, except volunteers, are allowed in the
theatre until the theatre doors open at 5:45 pm. No
exceptions.

Beautification Committee
Terra Cycle
www.terracycle.net

Our school
recycles! Bring in
glue sticks, glue
bottles, pens,
markers, tape
dispensers and
ink cartridges!
NOTE: We are no
longer recycling
crayons.

We need a few volunteers to help with repairing of
our Tree Pose Sculpture in the front of the school.
Work will involve working directly with the artist on
repairing the sculpture - scrubbing, applying thinset
and other material to protect it from decay. The
work days are schedulee for Friday, April 11th and
Saturday April 12th. We need a few volunteers to
sign up for 2 hour shifts - 1-2 volunteers per shift.
Please contact Shannon Scoggins
(shannonbscoggins@gmail.com) for more
information and to volunteer!

Free Parent Workshop: Common Core State
Standards
Thursday, March 20 at 6pm, Auditorium
Depth of Knowledge
Standards for students are more rigorous under the
new Common Core. Come and learn how to support
your child with different types of questions to
promote their critical thinking skills.
Please sign up
with the office to
get flyers and
notifications
through email.

The Keys to Reading: High Frequency Words
Learn how important the high frequency words are
to the development of good readers. Discover fun
ways of helping your child learn the words necessary
for reading success.
For more information please contact: 619-282-7694
or send an email to jcarrillo1@sandi.net.

Register today!

Casino Night is Approaching!!!
If you've never been to Casino Night before,
all you need to know is that it is a super fun
night for parents to get out and gamble, dance
and let loose - all while being able to raise
money for the kids!
Casino Night will take place on Saturday, April
19th at Sunset Temple (behind Clair de Lune
on University Ave.) from 6:00-10:30pm.
This year and the theme is the Roaring 20s!
Think flappers, speakeasies, art deco, jazz, etc!
Get ready to sneak into the speakeasy and
have an exciting night.
If you'd like to help with planning - it's almost
as fun as the actual night - please contact
Arlene Ibarra (arlene_ibarra@mac.com). We
really need some help planning the event this
year and would love to see you there! "Like"
on Facebook for prize announcements and
special bonus codes for free drinks!
www.facebook.com/McKinleyCasinoRoyale
Ticket sales will start at the beginning of
March - keep updated at:
www.mckinleyptc.com/events/mckinleycasino-royale/

A Few Words from Principal Julie Ashton-Gray
Email: jashton-gray@sandi.net

Dear McKinley Families,
IB Evaluation Visit
Thank you for all your support to prepare for our IB Evaluation
visit on February 10th and 11th. Overall, we felt it was an
extremely successful visit and the IB visitors absolutely loved
McKinley. In fact the first thing that they said during our debrief
is that McKinley is a FABULOUS school all around. Erin
Knight, our IB Coordinator, and I met with the team on
February 11th before they left for an informal debrief. We will
receive the official report before the end of the year. They
complimented our community on the following:
• We have an amazing community all around including the
staff, students, parents and stakeholders.
• We have very committed teachers that are cohesive and
collaborative. All staff is very positive to the program and
complementary and respectful to each other.
• Our classroom displays scream PYP. They are very
authentic and creative. We have a beautiful variety of
student work.
• Our students are amazing. They couldn’t believe that 550
students are at recess at the same time. They loved how
Coach designates peace makers and how that is
demonstrating the learner profile attributes in action. They
were also very impressed with the student interviews.
• They said we should actually share our IB story of our San
Diego High Cluster continuum at the IB conference of the
Americas. We should tell IB colleagues how during the
difficult economic times we rallied together and gained so
much support from the community and stakeholders to
make it happen. They said other people would be very
impressed with us like they are.
The team also made some very helpful recommendations that we
will embrace as we move forward to strengthen our program.
Overall it was a very positive and successful review. Thank you
to our entire community for your support for the IB program
and to those families who took time out of their busy schedules
to meet with the team. During the visit, our evaluators met with
our Superintendent Cindy Marten, School Board Member
Richard Barrera, and other district leaders to confirm the district
is supportive of our journey as an IB school.

Superintendent Cindy Marten, Principal Julie Ashton-Gray and IB Evaluator

For the 2014-15 school year, the district has continued to fund
our IB Coordinator, Erin Knight. She will continue to
coordinate the program at Jefferson, Birney, and McKinley. In
addition, we have allocated funds for required training
opportunities for our teachers through the IB organization.
Spanish Program at McKinley
The vocabulary for Unit 4 in Spanish has been sent home to
keep you informed and allow you to reinforce language
instruction with your child. Spanish instruction for students in
grades K-5 is provided by IES Language Foundation of San

Join other parents to discuss school issues at
www.McKinleyPTC.com.
Or visit us on the School District website at
http://new.sandi.net/schools/mckinley

Diego and funded by the McKinley PTC/Foundation. Thank
you for your support and participation to make second
language instruction part of your child’s educational program.
Parent Conferences
Parent conferences for the second reporting period are
scheduled for March 26, 27, and 28. Please contact your child’s
teacher if you want to request a conference. As a reminder,
school will be dismissed at 12:55 p.m. on March 26, 27, and 28.
Spring break is the week of Monday, March 31 through Friday
April 4. School resumes Monday, April 7th!
Restoration of Instructional Day for 2013-14 School Year
I want to inform you about a change in this year’s school
calendar. Supt. Cindy Marten and the Board of Education
recently announced the gradual return of instructional days to
our school calendars beginning this year. Restoring
instructional days assures that students receive maximum
educational impact. One instructional day is being restored to
the 2013-14 school year, bringing the total to 179 days. June
13, 2014, is now an instructional day and no longer a day
off. Our last day of school and fifth grade promotion will
take place on Friday, June 13, 2014, at 11:00 a.m.
In 2014-15, the school year will be fully restored to 180
instructional days. We are excited about this opportunity to offer
our students additional instructional time. Both the 2013-14 and
2014-15 instructional calendars are posted on the district website
at www.sandi.net/calendars. If you have questions or need more
information, please call me at 619-282-7694.
PrimeTime Next Year
It’s that time of year again! Applications for the 2014-15
Primetime Program came home with all students on Monday,
March 3. Even if you are already in Primetime or currently on
a waiting list, you must submit a new application for the
upcoming school year. Applications must be returned via
MAIL (no hand deliveries) by Friday, May 2, 2014 to be
considered in the initial application timeline. If you do not
receive one or need an additional copy, they can be obtained at
the McKinley front office or at the PrimeTime sign-in desk in
the cafeteria.
A Few Reminders
Birthday invitations can only be distributed in class when all
children are invited. With the spring weather almost here, don’t
forget to put your child’s name and room number on all
outerwear. We hope to return any items in the lost and found
to the rightful owner. Please help us maintain campus safety by
not allowing your child to bring any toys, candy, or toy
weapons to school. These items are not allowed for any reason.
Thanks for your assistance!
Attendance Counts
Thank you to those families who attended Saturday School on
February 22. Our last Saturday School will be held on March
22 from 9-1. At the end of January, McKinley’s attendance
dropped to 96%. The chart below shows the attendance for
our school compared to our attendance last year. Absences do
cost our district. To date, the district has lost $52,896.45 with
our absences! Yikes!

