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Volunteers Needed for After School Clubs
McKinley's After School Enrichment committee is
looking for volunteers for Spring After School Clubs
(Thursdays March 20th - May 15th). We are looking
for parent volunteers to lead the Gardening Club and
Lego Engineering. Or, do you have another special
skill you'd like to share with our student? We also
need volunteers to help usher students to clubs and
assist instructors. If you are interested, please contact
Bridgette Tullis (npfam@me.com) by Feb. 7th. Our
After School Enrichment program is only possible
with the help of parent volunteers. Thank you for
supporting this program.

Casino Night Theme Set!

Be Caring
Be Balanced
Be Reflective

Our school
recycles! Bring in
glue sticks, glue
bottles, pens,
markers, tape
dispensers and
ink cartridges!
NOTE: We are no
longer recycling
crayons.

Please sign up
with the office to
get flyers and
notifications
through email.

March Dates
1st – Saturday Adventure Club
3rd -7th – Turn in After School Club
Applications

Casino Night will take place on Saturday, April 19th
this year and the theme is Prohibition! Get ready to
sneak into the speakeasy and have an exciting night.

Earn Money for McKinley With Ascent
Real Estate Referrals!

If you'd like to help with planning - it's almost as fun
as the actual night - please contact Arlene Ibarra
(arlene_ibarra@mac.com). We really need some help
planning the event this year and would love to see
you there!

Beautification Volunteer Work Weekend was
a Success!
Terra Cycle

Mons & Weds – Variety Show
Rehearsal
7th – Family Friday, 2:40pm
7th – Scratch Cooking Class
Application Deadline
10th – SSC/SGT Mtg, 4pm
14th & 17th – President’s Weekend,
NO SCHOOL
20th – Pizza Night – Mazara’s
22nd – Saturday School, 9am-1pm
27th – PTC Meeting, 6:15pm

If you've never been to Casino Night before, all you
need to know is that it is a super fun night for
parents to get out and gamble, dance and let loose all while being able to raise money for the kids!

Next Meeting:
When: Tuesday, Feb. 18th 6:30 pm (future meetings
will be on Tuesdays)
Contact: Arlene Ibarra - arlene_ibarra@mac.com

www.terracycle.net

February Dates

Thanks to all the hard working parents and kids that
showed up on Saturday and Sunday (Jan. 25 & 26) to
help us beautify our campus! We accomplished
several projects that included hanging homemade
donor tiles (made in 2009!), planting plants in our
new native plant garden, making a sign for the
garden, weeding, cleaning up the Octopus Garden,
weeding, painting a utility box and more weeding.
Did I mention weeding? We have more exciting
projects planned for the rest of the year including
new IB signs to go up along the chain link fence,
protecting our tree pose sculpture & getting a
donation sign for it and starting a funding site for our
new mosaic tree mural project! We'd also like to
make a new batch of donor tiles to add to the ones
we just hung.
Interested in helping? Please contact Jen Spencer at
jensabo@yahoo.com or Will Dumka at
wdumka@gmail.com for more information. A big
THANK to all the committee members for their
efforts in getting these projects accomplished Marney Jensen, Will Dumka, Jon Rogers, Shannon
Scoggins, Jen Spencer, Maribel King, Richard
Kenyon and Gina Homna! And amazing parent Matt
Hale for donating ALL his design time and energy
for the new IB signs. Please if you know these
parents, let them know how much we appreciate
their volunteer time. Check out photos from the
weekend at www.mckinleyptc.com.

For any referral that turns into a closed sale,
Ascent Real Estate agents Brian Lacklen and
Kim Hawley will donate a percentage of the
final sale amount to McKinley, with a
minimum donation of $500. Thank you
parent Sarah Scalo for a recent referral that
resulted in a $500 donation to McKinley!
So use these agents yourself or refer them to
your co-workers, friends or family! They do
business almost anywhere in San Diego County
and have been long-time, dedicated supporters
of McKinley, not only financially, but also with
their time as part of the SoNo planning
committee. Please keep their information handy
and pass it along to anyone you know who is
looking to buy or sell real estate:
Agent Kim Hawley at 619-890-3447
kimhawley@cox.net or
Agent Brian Lacklen at 619-814-3439
blacklen@ascentrealestate.net

Sunshade Grant Submitted
Many thanks to parents Jen Manion & Elizabeth
Newlin who recently submitted a grant
application for sunshades for McKinley! They
have been working on the grant for a couple of
years - doing the required education, working
with a sponsoring dermatologist, tracking down
all the info and then writing the grant. We can't
thank them enough for their perseverance. If
you see them around, thank them in person!

Frozen Juice Caps Needed for Tags!
The Beautification Committee is gathering metal
frozen juice caps to create plant ID tags for our
new Native Plant Garden - check out the ones
already made on the slope between the
auditorium and Ms. January's room! A collection
jar is outside the office next to the Box Tops
Collection Box. Thanks to parents Theresa
Talley and Marney & Erik Jensen for donating
the native plants to start this garden and all the
volunteers who helped plant them! Want to help
our garden grow? We'd love more donations, so
contact Jen Spencer at jensabo@yahoo.com to
find out how you can help.

A Few Words from Principal Julie Ashton-Gray
Email: jashton-gray@sandi.net

Dear McKinley Families,
Happy February to all of you! Two President’s Days, February 14
and 17, (honoring Abraham Lincoln and George Washington), are
both school holidays and give you a four day weekend in February!
International Baccalaureate Program Evaluation –
Monday and Tuesday, February 10 and 11, 2014
Throughout the past year, the McKinley staff and students have
undergone a self-study to prepare for our evaluation visit from
the International Baccalaureate headquarters in North America.
Two program evaluators will visit our campus on February 10
and 11. As an IB world school, we are in an ongoing process of
action and reflection that aims to enhance the implementation of
the program. The purpose of the visit is to review our progress
of the implementation of the program since our authorization in
2010. We will also receive feedback on how we can continue to
strengthen our program as part of the International
Baccalaureate World Schools Organization.
As part of our self-study, we sent a parent survey last year and
discerned we need to continually improve communication with
our families. Going home this week is a copy of the
International Baccalaureate Parent Handbook. This is a guide
to the essential elements of the IB Program. The handbook is
also available on the school website at www.sandi.net/mckinley.
In addition, the calendar for grade level Units of Inquiry and
Program of Inquiry for the 2013-2014 school year are listed
under the link for Academics. This information is also available
on the www.mckinleyptc.com website under Programs. Please
visit www.ibo.org to review all aspects of the International
Baccalaureate Program.
As part of the process, we will host a visit from Superintendent
Cindy Marten, Board Member Richard Barrera, and Mitzi
Merino, Area Superintendent, for McKinley, in addition to other
district administrators. We are very thankful that the district will
continue to support our work by funding our IB coordinator,
Erin Knight, for the 2014-15 school year!! Thanks to the
generous support of the parents and community through the
PTC and Foundation, we are able to fund our language program
for students in grades K-5 along with dance, ceramics, field trips,
and assemblies to provide a balanced enriched educational
program for our students!
Campus Beautification!
A huge thanks to our campus beautification committee
organized by Jen Spencer that worked the past two weekends on
the following beautification projects: putting up our ceramic
tiles, painting electrical boxes, and planting a native plant garden
outside the cafeteria! A special thanks to Theresa Talley and
Marney & Erik Jensen for donating the plants and to the many
families who helped with all the projects. Volunteers also
cleaned up the yard and organized the Community and Parent
rooms. On Feb. 1, we had a team of volunteers to hang up signs
on the fence that Matt Hale, father of Stella in grade 5, designed

that reflect the IB Learner Profile. Special thanks to Shannon
Scroggins, Bridgette Tullis, Ian Lutes, Gino & Sarah Scalo, Terri
& Matt Hale, Will Dumka, and Jen Spencer getting the signs in!!
Kindness Matters
“The power of kindness is reflected in WORDS, ACTIONS,
AND THOUGHTS…kindness stems from LOVE which “is
the only force capable of transforming an enemy into a friend.”
-Martin Luther King, Jr.
Students rose to the challenge during Kindness Week
performing multiple acts of kindness!
McKinley Young Chefs!
Eight students participated in the cooking class with Alchemy
Restaurant called SCRATCH! Students in grades 4 and 5 who
were interested in participating had to write an essay to tell why
they should be considered for the class. Students worked under
the direction of Chef Ricardo Heredia. His culinary interest
began at age nine! He works with our students for eight weeks
with various experiences. Their culminating activity is cooking
an entire meal for their parents and families at Alchemy. What a
grand feast! Thanks to Ron Troyano, Alchemy manager.

Attendance Counts
Thank you to those families who attended Saturday School on
January 25. Our next day is on February 22 from 9-1. At the
end of December, McKinley’s attendance dropped to 95.99%.
The chart below shows the attendance for our school compared
to our attendance last year. Absences do cost our district. To
date, the district has lost $43,227.71 with our absences!
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McKinley PTC News - Continued from Front Page
Congratulations
Richard Kenyon
nd
2 Grade Teacher:
2013-14 McKinley
Teacher of the Year

Join other parents to discuss school issues at
www.McKinleyPTC.com.
Or visit us on the School District website at
http://new.sandi.net/schools/mckinley

Kindergarten Art Displayed at North Park Library
Room 2 has a current winter theme art exhibition at the North
Park Library. Mr Rittko is the community liaison with our
branch. They are working to have more of the community visit
the library and use the facilities. Mr Matthew Nye is the current
branch manager and he is always eager to hear from neighbors
about what they need. Stop by, say "Hi" and take a look
around. They have free homework tutors available.
Mr. Rittko, Kindergarten Teacher

