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Be Caring
Be Balanced
Be Reflective

4th Annual McKinley Casino Night
Saturday, April 19th, 6:00 - 10:30pm
Buy your tickets now for a fabulous night of Fun!
Our Casino Night is fast approaching! If you haven't
been before, this great night includes:

Terra Cycle
www.terracycle.net

Our school
recycles! Bring in
glue sticks, glue
bottles, pens,
markers, tape
dispensers and
ink cartridges!
NOTE: We are no
longer recycling
crayons.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
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It's all happening on Saturday, April 19th at Sunset
Temple, which is right behind Clair de Lune's Coffee
Shop on University Ave - so close you can walk!
You can purchase tickets two ways:
•

•

Please sign up
with the office to
get flyers and
notifications
through email.

Casino Tables
Live Music
Food
Photo Booth
Raffles
Silent Auction
Free Prizes
Wine/Beer
And did we mention, it's a great opportunity to
meet parents and other members of the
community!

by filling out the ticket order form (available
online at
http://mckinleyptc.com/events/mckinleycasino-royale/ or in the office) and sending in
your cash or check to the school or
pay with credit card via paypal on our website:
http://mckinleyptc.com/events/mckinleycasino-royale/

Please forward to anyone over 21 who might be
interested - hope to see you there!
"Like" our Facebook Page for bonus rewards and to
keep updated!
https://www.facebook.com/McKinleyCasinoRoyale
Questions? Please email info@mckinleyptc.com

10th – McKinley Foundation Board
Meeting, 6pm
11th – Family Friday, 2:40pm
11th – McKinley Clothing Sale, Front
of School, 3:30pm
11th – Tree Pose Sculpture
Restoration Work Party,
11am-4pm
12th – Tree Pose Sculpture
Restoration Work Party,
9am-2pm
13th – Coach’s Adventure Club,
Bike along San Diego River,
9:30am
15th – SSC/SGT Mtg, 4pm
17th – Parent Workshop on
Literature, Discovering
Genres, 6-7pm – Spanish Only
17th – Pizza Night – Buona Forchetta
19th – Casino Night: Roaring 20's
Buy Tickets Now!
23rd – PTC Meeting, 6:15pm
24th – Math Workshop for Parents,
6-7pm – Spanish Only

May Dates

2nd – Family Friday, 2:40pm
6th – SSC/SGT Mtg, 4pm
McKinley Clothing on Sale
Friday, April 11 at 3:30pm
The PTC will be selling McKinley clothing
after school on Friday in front of the school.

Help Restore the Tree Pose Sculpture
Have you noticed that our beloved Tree
Pose sculpture (under the big tree at the
front entrance) is getting damaged? We are
going to have a work party with the artist,
Brennan Hubbell, on April 11th and 12th to
repair it! Will you donate some of your time?
Work will include cleaning the sculpture,
and applying thinset and sealer to protect it
from future decay and vandalism.
Work Party Dates:
11am to 4pm on Friday April 11th
9am to 2pm on Saturday April 12th
Please contact Shannon Scoggins at
(shannonbscoggins@gmail.com) for more
information or to volunteer. We need
volunteers to sign up for 2-hour shifts, 1-2
volunteers per shift.

Volunteers Needed to Help
Coordinate Food for Cinco de Mayo
– May 9 at 5:30pm
We’re looking for volunteers to help make
our Cinco de Mayo celebration a success. If
you are interested in helping organize serving
and managing the food, contact Sarah Scalo
at sandgscalo@sbcglobal.net or 619-278-8057.
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A Few Words from Principal Julie Ashton-Gray
Email: jashton-gray@sandi.net
“On Top of the World”
The 2014 Variety Show was a huge success and took the audience to
the top of the world with the awesome display of energy, talent,
passion, and self-confidence from McKinley’s students! The show
was a huge success thanks to the countless hours of practice and
preparation by our students, their parents, and families. Thank you to
Janine and Matt Whitaker for their organization and leadership.
Thank you to all the parents and families who helped behind the
scenes, at all practices, and the night of the show. In addition, we had
tremendous help from our former students who helped at all
practices and served as stagehands. Such an event would not be
possible without the love and support of our entire community.
Common Core State Standards
Do you have questions about the Common Core State Standards?
Much information about the Common Core State Standards (CCSS)
is available through the media, websites, discussed among parents,
educators, and the community at large. As parents, you probably
have many questions about how these standards will affect your
child’s education at McKinley. The Common Core State Standards is
a joint effort led by the National Governors Association Center for
Best Practices and the Council of Chief State School Officers to
develop a common core of K-12 standards in English language arts
and Mathematics. The standards are designed to prepare students for
the rigor and performance expectations of college and the workplace.
For example, students in math classes will learn how to consider
multiple ways to solve a problem and how to explain their rationale
behind their answer. In English and other subjects, students will
learn how to gather evidence from multiple sources to support a
position in a classroom debate or to write an argumentative essay.
Please visit the district’s website at www.sandi.net. Click on the link
for parents and Common Core State Standards for complete
information about the standards.
This year, all staff in San Diego Unified School District is
transitioning to full implementation of the standards and aligned
assessments in the 2014-15 school year. All staff is involved in:
• Professional Learning
• Development and Alignment of Assessment and
Curriculum
• Field Test CCSS state assessment
You may have noticed your teachers have been gone from class more
often this year attending training sessions and working on campus in
grade level teams. California is providing funds for 2014 and 2015
for planning days for each teacher to align curriculum with the
recently adopted CCSS. This work will continue for the remainder of
this year, throughout the summer, and next school year. As an IB
School, teachers are working hard to ensure CCSS are integrated into
their IB Units of Inquiry at all levels.
Field Test CCSS State Assessment
McKinley students in grades 3-5, along with many schools in the
country, will be participating in the Smarter Balance Assessment Field
Test. Schools in 22 states will administer the online assessment in
mathematics and English starting this month. The SBAC assessment
will be required for all students in 2014-15. This field test will
provide the opportunity to evaluate the online process, and give
teachers and students an opportunity to preview the types of
questions that will be part of the Smarter Balanced Assessments that
are to begin in 2014-15. The testing window begins April 14 through
May 14th. Grade levels will receive their specific days of testing in the
next week. Students in Grade 5 will continue to take the Science CST
or CMA this year and we will receive the results in the summer. The
California Alternative Performance Assessment for students in grades
2-11 will continue this year.
McKinley’s goal is to assess 100% of the students in grades 3-5 and
provide them with the support and encouragement to DO THEIR
BEST ON THE TEST! The tests are untimed so students are able to
work at their own pace. For more information and to review sample
test questions, visit California Department of Education at
Join other parents to discuss school issues at
www.McKinleyPTC.com.
Or visit us on the School District website at
http://new.sandi.net/schools/mckinley

www.cde.ca.gov. Clink on the link of Testing & Accountability
/Smarter Balanced Question Types. I will be reviewing this
website at the Family Friday on April 11, 2014. Please join me at
2:40 in the Media Center.
April is Volunteer Appreciation Month
McKinley is blessed to have many volunteers who touch the
hearts of our children on a regular basis. The biggest benefit our
volunteers bring is that our students see their parents and
community members value education. Volunteers benefit our
entire learning community by fostering stronger
school/community relationships, demonstrating the importance
of community service and creating a common ownership in the
success of our students. THANK YOU!
Registration for the 2014-15 School Year Now Open
Don’t forget to register your child for the class of 2028! Please
pass the word to neighbors, friends and resident families so we
can plan for next year. The office is open for registration from 84:30 Monday through Friday.
The IB World Schools
Founded in 1968, the International Baccalaureate (IB) is a notfor-profit foundation, which offers four high quality and
challenging education programmes for a worldwide community of
schools. For more than 45 years, the IB programmes have gained
a reputation for rigor and high academic standards, for preparing
students for life in a globalized 21st century and for helping to
develop citizens who will create a better, more peaceful world.
Currently more than one million IB students attend over 3,700
schools in 147 countries. One of the main goals of McKinley’s
Primary Years Programme, (PYP), is the development of the
whole child as an inquirer both in the classroom and in the world
outside. As we work to strengthen our program, share any
insights and reflections you have on your child’s learning through
their experiences at McKinley. Teachers want to know how their
work is carrying over to students’ lives outside of school and how
students are taking action as a result of their learning. To learn
more about IB World School Community visit www.ibo.org.
Attendance Counts
Thank you to those families who attended Saturday School on
Feb. 22. Our last Saturday School was held on March 22 and we
had record attendance of over 60 students! At the end of
February, McKinley’s attendance increased from 96% to 97.09%!
The chart below shows the attendance for our school compared
to our attendance last year. Absences do cost our district. To
date, the district has lost $57,498.74 with our absences! Yikes!

Student News
First Graders Update
Be on the lookout for globetrotting first-graders! Our first
graders have been on exciting journeys to Denmark, India,
Italy, and Japan! Their remarkable presentations were
wonderful celebrations of these rich cultures. Now they are
onto self-expression through different types storytelling!
Look out for dances, songs, plays, puppet shows, readers
theater, and written and illustrated books telling exciting
tales both old and new!

