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Casino Night Raises Nearly $10,000!
The third annual Casino Night was a blast to the
past with its Enchantment Under the Sea Prom
theme. Congratulations to Steve Cook and Bette
Brackett (Bette is a long-time McKinley volunteer)
who were crowned Prom King & Queen, and Bruce
Hirsch who won the casino grand prize by earning
$3,400 at the gaming tables.

619-282-7694
McKinleyPTC.com

May Dates
3rd – Family Friday
3rd – Corn & Nachos sales after school
to celebrate Cinco de Mayo
7th – SSC/SGT Meeting @ 4 pm
7th – National Day of the Teacher
8th – PTC Meeting, 6:15 pm
10th – Roots and Shoots Meeting
11th – Saturday Adventure Club
16th – Pizza Night
20-24th – Scholastic Book Fair
23rd – Open House & 5th Grade IB
Exhibition
24th – Roots and Shoots Meeting
27th – Memorial Day, NO SCHOOL
Final PTC Meeting, May 8th, 6:157:30pm
Topics to be discussed include a wrap-up of the
very successful PTC fundraising for 2012-2013
and the plans and budget for the 2013-2014
school year.

Be Caring
Be Balanced
Be Reflective

TerraCycle
www.terracycle.net
Our school
recycles! Bring
in glue sticks, ink
cartridges, chip
bags and old pens!

Please sign up
with the office
to get flyers and
notifications
through email.

Another Way to Raise Money for
McKinley

A big Thank You to event chair Arlene Ibarra, plus
Jen Sabo Spencer, Shari Schlossberg, Amy Ahumada,
Jennifer Hirsch, Cheramie Raffield, Jim Sakrison
(who sponsored all the wine for the evening),
Jennifer Hirsch, Mark Keller, Marney Jensen,
Elizabeth Newlin, emcee Channing Work and all
of the other parents and sponsors who worked so
hard to create this wonderful event. A special thanks
to McKinley parent Thom Brown, whose band
Unsteady was the hit of the evening. Thanks also
to the McKinley teachers who created special
teacher/student outings for auction prizes.

McKinley Book Fair is Coming: May 21 -24
Students and Parents: From May 21 - May 24 each
class will have a chance to visit the Scholastic book
fair at McKinley and purchase books. Be on the
look out for your child's day and time at the book
fair so they can bring money to participate. The
Book Fair will also be open during Open House on
the 23rd, so be sure to stop by and check it out.
For every book sold, the school gets a percentage
of the sales price to help support our reading
program. Books can also be purchased online at
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/mckin
leyelemsch3.

Thanks To 2 Local Businesses That Are
Providing Snacks for STAR Testing Days!
Once again our North Park businesses have agreed
to provide snacks for McKinley’s 2nd-5th graders
during their STAR testing days (April 29 – May 9).
Parkside Market on Thorn Street will provide fruit,
crackers and cheese, and the Walgreens at 32nd &
University will contribute Smarties and peppermints. These are just some of the ways in which
local businesses support McKinley all year long.

McKinley is partnering with DonorNation, a
fundraising organization. Through
DonorNation you can raise funds for
McKinley, while you advertise services and
sell items you no longer need. You can also
buy new or gently used items or services for
sale on this site:
http://www.donornation.org/fundraiser/mcki
nley-elementary-school-92104
This is a great way to make money for yourself
and the school. Examples: teachers could
advertise after school tutoring or perhaps you
run a bootcamp. Or if you have a bike that the
kids have outgrown or you make handmade
items you sell, advertise on the DonorNation
market site and a portion of the proceeds go to
our school (you decide how much).
To get started, go to www.donornation.org:
1. Enter your email address and create a
password. Read the terms and click “get
started”.
2. Enter school zip code 92104 and select our
school. Click “sell” at the top of the screen, and
select either item or service. Complete the form
including your PayPal email and click “post live”.
As a seller, you set the price of your item or
service and the donation percentage (10% to
100%) that you would like to go to the school.
For each sale, 6% of the price goes to DonorNation for running the marketplace and a
small fee goes to PayPal (2.2%)
If you don’t have a PayPal account, go to:
www.paypal.com and sign up. It’s easy and
best of all, it’s free.
If you have any questions, contact Alannah
Sinclaire at Alannah.sinclaire@gmail.com, or
call DonorNation at 877-735-6813.

A Few Words from Principal\ Julie Ashton-Gray
Email: jashton-gray@sandi.net

Dear McKinley Families,
“The world’s favorite season is the spring. All things
seem possible in May.” -Edwin Way Teale
I love spring, May flowers, and the school events to celebrate a
fantastic 2012-13 school year!
IB Programme -5th Grade Exhibition
The 5th Grade Exhibition is the culminating project for students in a
Primary Years International Baccalaureate Program. Students are
working in small groups on the theme, How We Organize
Ourselves. The Primary Years Programme defines this theme as:
• Students are conducting an inquiry into the
interconnectedness of human-made systems and
communities; the structure and function of organizations;
societal decision-making; the economic activities and their
impact on humankind and the environment.
McKinley’s 5th graders are using the Central Idea “Working together
we can make a difference within our communities.” Their inquiry
includes:
• What organizations are in our community?
• What actions can we take to make the community better?
• How can our actions benefit organizations in the
community?
• How can we follow through with our actions?
Spring Open House is scheduled for Thursday, May 23rd from 6-7pm.
Fifth graders will present their projects and have them on display in
the auditorium. Parents will also be invited to presentations during
the day.
World Orphan Choir Returns to the McKinley IB Community
On Tuesday, May 7, 2013, we are fortunate to have the Matsiko
World Orphan Choir return for another inspirational concert. The
choir brings at-risk children from various countries to tell stores of
their lives and cultures. The children are from Peru, Liberia and
various countries. Matsiko gets its name from the Ugandan word for
“hope” and the children sing songs that give just that to those who
listen. Through generous donations from their performances, the
organization can support orphaned children around the world and
provide for their education. Last year, the entire McKinley
community was touched by the warmth, enthusiasm, and messages of
hope these children shared during their performance, so we are very
excited about their return visit. As an IB World School, this helps us
realize our common humanity and values of joy, hope, and love with
young people across the world. There will be two performances in
the afternoon: grades K, 1, and 2 at 1:00 p.m. and grades 3, 4, and 5
at 1:45-2:15. They will set up tables with authentic crafts for
purchase. Information and an order form will be sent home. The
ASB store will have merchandise from the choir for sale, which helps
support their programs worldwide. Please feel free to join us for the
concert at the times listed above. This is one opportunity you don’t
want to miss!

May 6-10 is National Teacher Appreciation Week and May 8 is
National Day of the Teacher! Congratulations to Brian Pike,
McKinley’s 2013 Teacher of the Year. Mr. Pike has been an
educator for the past 35 years with 23 years educating generations of
families at McKinley! Mr. Pike shared the following thoughts about
why he loves teaching. “I love the interaction with kids. Kids love
stories related to topics that I tell. I have always tried to make learning
fun and interesting. I love the fact that kids always come back to see
me...parents as well, regardless of how old they are.” He has been
happily married for almost 30 years to his wife Judy. She works at
UCSD. They have two children. Their daughter, Erin, is getting
married in June and living in
Portland, Oregon. She has
followed in her father’s footsteps
and also teaches 4th grade. Their
son, Trevor, is married and lives in
San Diego. He works in real estate
along the beach areas of San Diego.
Mr. Pike keeps his youthful spirit
and positive attitude by
enjoying life, spending time with
his family and many friends. He
exercises regularly by walking,
cycling, and enjoys all water sports
such as sailing, fishing, swimming,
and surfing! Mr. Pike has surfed for 40 years! The McKinley
community is most fortunate to have Mr. Pike on board! Please join
me in thanking all our outstanding teachers at McKinley!
Congratulations to Tonya Morris, McKinley’s 2013 Classified
Employee of the Year
Tonya Morris, better known as
Ms. M, is committed to the students
at McKinley. Her role is a Special
Education Technician to support
students with exceptional needs. In
her various responsibilities at school,
she gets to know many students and
is committed to ensuring their safety
and helping in any way possible to
promote student success. Please
join me in thanking Ms. M and all
the classified staff at McKinley who
serve our students every day.
Attendance Counts
Thank you for making sure your child/children attends school on
time every day. Absences do cost our district. Please make sure your
child’s absence is only due to illness. Since the beginning of the year,
McKinley’s portion in lost revenue to our district totals, $68,825.16.
This is a $10,000 increase due to increased absences this year. Yikes!
Please make sure your child attends school on time every day!

Student News Section
to get to go to an amazing theater and have such a grand
experience. I would definitely recommend the opera.
Makenna Whitaker, 5th Grader

3rd Grade Update

5th Graders Attend the Opera Aida
The opera was an amazing experience. Even though it went a
little late I think it was worth it to see such a fascinating piece of
art. The sets were particularly one of my favorite parts. The
artist used bright and exotic colors that make the scenes, each
individually, look very realistic. But my all-time favorite part was
the acting. It must have taken a lot of practice because they were
so good and they hit all the right notes. We were lucky enough

We recently finished “Where We Are in Time & Place” where
we studied the Kumeyaay Native Americans who lived right
here in San Diego. We learned about their way of life and all
about their culture and traditions. We compared what we
learned to our lives today. We made Power Points, stories,
posters and children’s books to show what we learned. We
took a field trip to Mission Trails Park to walk where the
Kumeyaay lived next to the San Diego River and saw artifacts
from their lives. We even saw a wood rat house. (The
Kumeyaay ate them!)
Now we are studying poetry for “How We Express
Ourselves”. So far, we’ve written Concrete, and Haiku poems.
We are reading them and talking about them. Poetry is fun!
Walter Miller, 3rd Grader

