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4th-22nd – Pennies for Pasta
8th – Roots and Shoots Meeting,
3:45 pm (Garden)
9th – Saturday Adventure Club
18th – SSC/SGT Meeting, 4pm
20th-22nd – Parent Conferences
Minimum Days (12:55 dismissal)
21st – Pizza Night
26th – PTC Meeting, 6:15-7:30pm
28th – Award Ceremony

McKinley
Elementary
3045 Felton St.
San Diego, CA
92104
619-282-7694
McKinleyPTC.com

2013 McKinley Casino Night
The McKinley Casino Night is a fundraising dinner
event for parents, alumni and friends. Activities
include Casino Games, Silent Auction, Prom King
and Queen Election, DJ and Live Band.

Be Caring
Be Balanced
Be Reflective

When: April 20, 2013 at 6:30pm
Where: Sunset Temple, 3911 Kansas Street, 92104
Cost: $40/person for food, 2 drinks and game money.
Tickets: Can be purchased online at the PTC website:
http://mckinleyptc.com/events/mckinley-casinoroyale/.
The Casino Night committee is looking for some
creative parents who would be willing to coordinate a
class art project with students. The result would be
one unique art item to auction at the event. This will
require coordination and permission of the classroom
teachers and room parents, so please check with
them first. For questions and suggestions, contact Jen
Spencer, jensabo@yahoo.com.

TerraCycle

www.terracycle.net

Our school
recycles! Bring
in glue sticks, ink
cartridges, chip
bags and old pens!

Please sign up
with the office
to get flyers and
notifications
through email.

Also, we are looking for donations of services from
parents (e.g. hosting a movie night in their backyard,
massage therapy, etc) that can be used in the silent
auction. If you have a service to donate, contact
Arlene Ibarra at arlene_ibarra@mac.com.

Pasta for Pennies Fundraiser: March 4 - 22
This annual fundraiser supports the Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society and information should have
come home on Monday. Children can bring ANY
spare change to their classroom between March 4 22. The class that raises the most money will win a
catered lunch from Olive Garden. Students can also
bring in bills, checks and used cell phones (worth $2,
no accessory items please). Last year we raised over
$2,300, and hope to top $2,500 this year! This
fundraiser is especially dear to our own Maria Soto in
the front office who lost her husband to NonHodgkins Lymphoma. Donations can also be made
online at www.schoolandyouth.org/sd, click "Donate
Now" and locate McKinley Elementary among the
participating San Diego schools. Thanks everyone!
Questions? Contact Elizabeth Newlin at
elillja@att.net or Maria Soto at msoto1@sandi.net.

Updated Immunization Cards
A TDap booster shot is required for all 7th graders
now. This is given around age 10. Please bring in
your yellow immunization card to the McKinley
Health Office so that it is in our records. Questions?
See Jenny Stabile, McKinley Health Technician.

McKinley School Foundation
Nominations
All funds raised by the McKinley PTC are
overseen by the McKinley School Foundation,
which is a 503(c) 3 non-profit organization.
The Treasurer position on the Foundation
Board is open for the 2013-14 and 2014-15
school years (positions are for 2 years) and
nominations for this position are being
accepted through March 29.
You can learn more about the Foundation and
this position at http://mckinleyptc.com/ptccommittees. Contact Shari Schlossberg at
mckinleyPTC@yahoo.com no later than
March 29 to submit your name. If more than
one name is submitted, elections will take
place in early April.

McKinley Roots and Shoots Club
This is a club started by Jane Goodall that
inspires kids to take action in their community
to benefit people, animals and the environment. The name comes from ideas taking root,
shooting out, and spreading much like seeds
do! You may notice the posters around
McKinley, made by our members, who have
taken root with our first two projects!
Project 1 is that we adopted Lexington
Elementary, in El Cajon, and are collecting
clothes of all kinds from sizes infant-adult.
Once a month we will bring these items to
Lexington for their "Lunch on the Lawn"
activity with parents. The clothes are spread
out on tables, as excited kids and thankful
adults are able to get not only what they need,
but a little something they want as well.
Project 2 is a recycling project. Cans are
placed in classrooms that want to participate.
We can recycle EXPO markers, sharpies, color
markers, highlighters, scotch tape rolls, ink
cartridges and old phones. These will be
emptied every other Friday on the days that we
meet immediately after school.
The kids are anxious to begin many more
projects. Some new projects are organizing a
book swap at McKinley and a succulent plant
giveaway. We have 8 spots left. Bring in your
signed permission slip to the office if
interested. Our next meeting is on March 8, at
3:45pm in the garden. Parents can contact
Amy Miller at millertribe4@yahoo.com.

\

A Few Words from Principal Julie Ashton-Gray
Email: jashton-gray@sandi.net

Dear McKinley Families,
McKinley Students Continue to Shine!
The 2013 Variety Show was a huge success as students
displayed an array of energy, talent, passion, and selfconfidence as they performed in front of their friends, families,
and wider community! Our SDUSD Board Member, Richard
Barrera attended along with the newly appointed
Superintendent, Cindy Marten! I was honored to show off our
school community at this venue. See the picture below of
Superintendent Marten! (Second from the left.)

Thank you to Sandy Mattson, Janine Whitaker, and Christina
Wallace for their organization and leadership. There were so
many helping hands from parents, the Primetime staff, former
students, teachers, and students that helped make the show a
tremendous success. The theme for this year’s show, Stronger
Together, is a perfect motto for our wonderful community
school!
Parent Conferences, Birthday, Clothing, Drama, etc…
Parent conferences for the second reporting period are
scheduled for March 20, 21, and 22. Please contact your child’s
teacher if you want to request a conference. As a reminder,
school will be dismissed at 12:55 p.m. on March 20, 21, and 22.
Birthday invitations can only be distributed in class when all
children are invited.
With the spring weather almost here, don’t forget to put your
child’s name and room number on all outerwear. We hope to
return any items in the lost and found to the rightful owner.
Thanks for your assistance!

Students in grades K-3 started drama this week with teaching
artist Mike Sears as part of their wheel. Weekly, students
rotate from Spanish, library and now Drama! Stay tuned for
more information!
STAR Testing Around the Corner!
For students in grades 2-5, parents received a letter from
Superintendent Kowba about the STAR testing (California
Standardized Testing and Reporting) this spring. STAR
testing is very important for our school and your child. The
results help us monitor your child’s achievement along with
other information throughout the year. The results are also
used by the state to calculate the Academic Performance Index
(API) that determines if McKinley, along with all schools in
California, is making progress in improving student achievement. From our STAR results in 2012, our API is 876! Our
goal is to top 900 this year. In addition, STAR results are also
used to determine if we have met our targets for No Child
Left Behind. To help prepare your child for STAR testing at
the beginning of May, you can visit the following website that
has STAR sample questions and resources for parents and
teachers: http://www.starsamplequestions.org/. This link is
found on the California Department of Education website.
Please review these questions with your child and have some
fun preparing for the upcoming test!
Spanish Program at McKinley
In today’s school mail, you received a letter from your child’s
Spanish teacher, Fabiola Murillo or Gabriela Arredondo,
with a brief overview of the Spanish program at McKinley.
Spanish instruction for students in grades K-5 is provided by
IES Language Foundation of San Diego and funded by the
McKinley PTC/Foundation.
Attendance Counts
Thank you for making sure your child/children attends
school on time every day. Absences do cost our district.
Please make sure your child’s absence is only due to illness.
Thank you for helping our children develop responsibility
and job readiness skills by being on time ready to learn every
day.
The last Saturday School to make up an absence will be
on March 9th from 9:00-1:00. Please call the office at 619282-7694, if you are planning to attend. Hopefully the
cold and flu season is coming to an end as we look
forward to more sunlight and warmer days!

Additional School News
1st Grade Update
First grade is well on its way with our new unit about cultures
and diversity. This unit is very important not only because it
covers numerous state standards, but also because there are
diverse cultures and diversity found right here in our
classroom! Students learn to respect the similarities and
differences among their classmates, peers, and all people. By
understanding that everyone is unique in his or her own way,
students will be able to see that each of us is part of the melting
pot!
Ms. Appleby, 1st Grade Teacher

Join other parents to discuss school
issues at www.McKinleyPTC.com.

Or visit us on the School District website
at http://new.sandi.net/schools/mckinley

