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Be Balanced 
Be Reflective 

 
 
 
 

  
       
 
 

 
TerraCycle 

www.terracycle.net 
Our school  

recycles! Bring  
in glue sticks, ink 
cartridges, chip 

bags and old pens! 
 

 
 
 
 
                
 
 
 

 
Please sign up  
with the office  

to get flyers and 
notifications 

through email. 

 Messenger  

¿Necesita las noticias en español?  Llame 282-7694. 
 

 

The Great Kindness Challenge!   
January 14-18 
McKinley IB World School joins with Kids for 
Peace, a San Diego-based global nonprofit working 
to uplift our world through love and action.  The 
Great Kindness Challenge is one week devoted to 
performing as many acts of kindness as possible on 
campus.  Students will receive a suggested list of 50 
kind acts to help them perform as many kind acts as 
possible in one week.  Our goal is to join with other 
schools in San Diego and take action as a community 
to strengthen a culture of kindness at McKinley!  
Student Council will assist with the challenge.  See   
for more information. 
 
First Planning Meeting for Casino Night 
2013! 
We’re kicking into gear for McKinley’s 3rd Annual 
Casino Night!  What is Casino Night?  It’s a night 
where parents and other adult friends and family can 
enjoy a fun night out in the neighborhood socializing, 
gambling and dancing all while raising money for the 
kids!  This year’s Casino Night will take place on 
Saturday, April 20th at the Sunset Temple (behind 
Claire de Lune’s coffee lounge on University Ave.).  
We really need your help planning the theme for this 
year, gathering donations and other items to help 
make the night a great success.  Please come to our 
first planning meeting:  
 

Where: URBN pizza - 3085 University Ave.  
When: 6:30pm, Thursday Jan. 24th  
 

Can’t make it?  Contact this year’s chair, Arlene 
Ibarra at arlene_ibarra@mac.com. 
 
Wizard of Oz was a Success! 
Thank you so much to Grant Ferrier and Tori Penick 
for directing and producing our first school play in 
26 years!  It was a big success…so big, in fact, that 
Roosevelt Middle School asked for an encore 
performance at their school.  Another huge thank 
you to all of the parents who sewed costumes, did 
makeup, built sets, helped with rehearsals, managed 
the sound system, etc.  This couldn’t have been done 
with all of you!  (See photos on back page.) 
 
Sock Collection Continues through January 
Mr. Kenyon’s 2nd grade class is continuing to collect 
new socks of any size for donation to The San Diego 
Rescue Mission.  Collection bins are located in the 
front lobby of the school and in Mr. Kenyon’s class 
(Room 17). 
 
Otis Spunkmeyer Cookie Dough Recap 
A big Thanks to Taura Gentry for heading up this 
year’s Otis Spunkmeyer Cookie Dough Fundraiser. 
The final earnings are still being calculated, but we 
estimate over $2,700 from this fundraiser! Thanks 
Taura and thanks to all of you who bought these 
yummy treats. 
 
McKinley Food Drive 
Thanks to everyone who donated food and money! 
We were able to provide 12 needy families with 
baskets full of food items, including a turkey! 
 
 

Fundraising Corner 
 
Bring in Final Fresh + Easy Receipts 
It's not too late to turn in any Fresh + Easy 
receipts from Sept. to Dec. 31, 2012. There 
are receipt collection boxes located in the 
front lobby of the school and in Primetime. 
On Jan. 14, we will be counting and sending 
them in, so please bring your receipts to 
school no later than Friday, Jan. 11! 
 
On-line Shopping with e-Scrip 
I just bought some plane tickets through 
Travelocity.com and they donated 1.8% of 
my purchase to McKinley because I entered 
their website through the e-scrip portal!  
Planning a vacation?  You can do the same, 
it’s easy, just follow these simple steps: 
 

• Register with e-scrip (yes, it’s the same site 
where you register your Vons card) 
• Every time you shop online go to 
http://escrip.com and then click on their 
“At the online mall” link - enter your 
favorite websites through this portal and a 
percentage of your online purchase 
automatically goes to McKinley!  How easy 
is that?   
• Just remember to enter your favorite 
websites via the e-scrip portal first to make it 
count!   
 

Registering with e-scrip is easy!  Go to: 
https://secure.escrip.com/jsp/supporter/re
gistration/step1.jsp  
• McKinley Group ID #:  4728227  
(We do not recommend signing up for 
AutoEarn). 
 

Questions?  Ask, Jennifer Spencer at 
jensabo@yahoo.com.  

My Coke Rewards 
Get the codes of the Coke products you 
buy!  Then drop them off in the container in 
the front lobby of the school. We recently 
ordered free scooters for Coach Lunsford 
through this program. Questions? Contact 
Colleen Hines at barb-coll@sbcglobal.net. 

 
 
 

January Dates 
 
11th – Family Friday 
15th – SSC/SGT Meeting @ 4 pm 
17th – Pizza Night 
21st – Martin Luther King Observance, 
NO SCHOOL 
23rd – PTC Foundation Meeting, 6pm 
24th – Casino Night Planning Meeting, 
URBN Pizza, 6:30pm 
26th – Saturday School, 9am-1pm 
26th – Parent Clean Up School Day 
30th – Dance Performance, Grades K-3 
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Planning for 2013 and beyond!   
As we enter 2013, we will conduct our Self-Evaluation for 
the IB Programme at McKinley to prepare for our upcoming 
review in 2013-14.  In addition, we are studying the Common 
Core Standards in literacy and mathematics.  In the area of 
writing, we are aligning the Common Core Standards at each 
grade level with the IB Phases of Writing for our students.   
To access information on the Common Core Standards, visit 
www.sandi.net.  Follow the link to departments, instruction 
and curriculum, and California Common Core Standards.   
As I receive budget information from the district for the 
2013-14 school year, I will keep you abreast of site impacts.  
 
Attendance Counts 
Thank you for making sure your child/children attends 
school on time every day.  At the end of November, 
McKinley’s attendance was 97.51%.  We were ranked 12th in 
the district out of 117 elementary schools!  This ranking has 
increased from October when we were 18th out of all 
elementary schools in San Diego Unified.  The chart below 
shows the attendance for our school compared to our 
attendance last year.  Absences do cost our district.  Please 
make sure your child’s absence is only due to illness.  Thank 
you for helping our children develop responsibility and job 
readiness skills by being on time ready to learn every day.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear McKinley Families, 

 
Happy New Year!  I hope everyone had a great vacation and 
spent some quality time with your growing children.  I was 
most fortunate to have my three sons at home for the 
holidays.  We took a quick trip to Mexico with another family 
and friends.  There were 8 young men in their 20’s!  It was 
very fun to see how they have grown, experiences they have 
encountered, and how they are moving on with their lives.  I 
know these opportunities are rare as they get older so I 
certainly count my many blessings.   
 
One of the many blessings in my life is working with your 
children.  Thank you for your incredible support and active 
involvement both at school and at home!   
 
McKinley Elementary has taken steps to increase safety  
and security by locking the doors to the Media Center and 
keeping the kindergarten gates locked before and after 
school.  We appreciate your cooperation and assistance.  
District personnel have been out to review our front entry 
and made recommendations to increase safety.  The site  
will continue to conduct safety drills each month to  
ensure all students are well prepared in case of any 
emergency.   
 
McKinley IB World School in the Limelight!   
The Wizard of Oz performance was incredible!  Great job to 
students and supporters!  The SoNo Fest was also a huge 
success and certainly brought our surrounding community 
together for a fun day.  Special thanks to Kouta Shimazaki, 
Paula and Steve Cook and the entire committee for their 
hard work and planning!  The publicity was fantastic and 
certainly there are many folks who know that McKinley is 
the place to be in North Park!   
 
 
 
 

A Few Words from Principal Julie Ashton-Gray 
Email: jashton-gray@sandi.net 

 

Additional School News 

 
 
 

6th Annual Max and Jake's Big Race 
Sunday, February 24th, 8am 
Now taking place at Morley Field 
Max and Jake's Big Race is a fun-filled community event 
that raises money for Rady Children’s Hospital and has 
always had strong support from McKinley families. In 
addition to a 5k or 1 mile run (or walk), there will be live 
music, face painting, kids' activities, an Expo with vendors 
and a drawing with great prizes. Be sure to bring some 
cash so you can get in on all the action! See website for 
more info: http://bit.ly/TF6VMW. 
 
Did You Know McKinley Recycles! 
Through a company called TerraCycle, McKinley has been 
recycling a variety of items.  Unfortunately, cork and 
crayons will no longer be recycled.  But you can continue to 
bring in the following items for recycling: 

Glue sticks and bottles, EXPO and disposable pens, Ink 
cartridges, Chip bags, Scotch tape dispensers 

Drop items off in the bins at the front lobby of the school.  
 

Cork can still be recycled at Whole Foods, or check with 
your child’s teacher to see if it is needed for a class project. 
 

Crayons can be recycled at home. The steps are: Peel paper 
off crayons, put like colors together, break in small parts 
and place in teflon pan in 350° oven. Crayons melt within 2 
minutes.  Let cool and they pop right out. 

 

Photos from the Wizard of Oz production! 


