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Terra Cycle 

www.terracycle.net 
Our school 

recycles! Bring in 
glue sticks, corks, 

chip bags, ink 
cartridges, old 

pens and 
crayons! 

 
 
 
 
 
                
 
 
 

 
Please sign up 

with the office to 
get flyers and 
notifications 

through email. 

 Messenger  

¿Necesita las noticias en español?  Llame 282-7694. 
 

 

Welcome! 
A warm welcome to all the new parents and students 
at McKinley this year and welcome back to our 
returning families. This newsletter provides some 
basic information about McKinley’s Parent Teacher 
Club (PTC) and our efforts throughout the year to 
raise funds to pay for the art, music and language 
programs for McKinley students, as well as 
assemblies, field trips and campus beautification. 
 
Information Resources: 
 

www.McKinleyPTC.com: PTC website with valuable 
information about McKinley and PTC events 
 

info@McKinleyPTC.com: email for the PTC 
 

McKinley Messenger: PTC newsletter, which 
comes out monthly 
 

Wednesday Papers: Notices that come home with 
students each week with information from McKinley 
and the PTC. After the first 2-3 weeks of school, the 
Wednesday papers will only be sent home with the 
eldest child in each family.  You can also sign up to 
receive the Wednesday papers electronically. Instead 
of the papers coming home with your eldest child, 
you would receive an email with a link to the PTC 
website page where the Wednesday papers are 
posted. To sign up to receive Wednesday papers 
electronically, please email barbara@bovee.net. 
Please Note: Any parents who were receiving 
papers electronically last year will automatically 
be on the list to receive them that way again this 
year; there is no need to sign up again.   
 
McKinley School Foundation  
 

The McKinley PTC orchestrates a wide range of 
activities and services to help supplement the funds 
our school is allocated by the government, advocate 
Parent/Teacher issues directly to our school board, 
and raise school spirit. Funds raised by the PTC are 
overseen by the McKinley School Foundation, a 
503(c) 3 nonprofit organization, which allows all 
donations to the Foundation to be tax deductible. 
 
The Foundation sets annual fundraising targets, 
manages donations and creates short- and long-term 
spending goals. The Foundation meets at least twice 
a year and meetings are open to the public.  
 
For the 2013/2014 school year, the officers of the 
McKinley Foundation are: 
President: Shari Schlossberg – also PTC President 
Vice President: Staci Keller   
Secretary: Aine Lutes   
Treasurer: Barbara Bovee   
5th Seat: Rachel Rath   
Chair of Fundraising Committee: Grant Ferrier   
Immediate Past President: Amy Miller 
 
Jog-a-Thon Coming October 24 
Our annual Jog-a-Thon is next month and it is one of 
the school's biggest fundraisers of the year. Parents 
have been very successful raising funds online from 
friends and out-of-town family members. For more 
information, email McKinley parent Mike Wallace 
(mikewallace.sandiego@gmail.com) to get started. 
 

 

Thursday, Sept. 25, 6:15-7:30pm 
PTC Overview 
Don’t miss the first PTC meeting of the 
year.  Hear an overview of the PTC events 
and fundraisers for the year. You’ll also hear 
about the volunteer opportunities available. 
There are volunteer opportunities to fit 
every type of schedule, so please join in to 
make a difference in your child’s education. 
Complimentary childcare with pizza will be 
provided in the cafeteria by PrimeTime staff. 
 
Become a Room Parent 
Sign up to become a Room Parent in your 
child’s classroom.  You’ll be helping your 
teacher by communicating information with 
the other parents in your class, helping 
organize class activities at the teacher’s 
request and helping coordinate parent 
involvement at PTC fundraising events.   
 
To find out more or to sign up to become a 
room parent, contact Elizabeth Newlin 
(elillja@att.net). 
 
Easy Ways to Raise Money for 
McKinley All Year Long 
 

There are a number of ways you can help 
raise money for McKinley all year long, and 
best of all, they don’t cost you a thing: 
 
Register your Ralphs Card! 

Register your Ralphs Card (along with those 
of your friends and family) online and 
Ralphs will donate 2% of your purchases to 
McKinley. To sign up, have your Ralphs 
card handy and go to:  www.ralphs.com - 
click on Community Contributions and click 
on participants. McKinley is NPO# 90905.  
Or print our Ralphs flyer and have the 
Ralphs cashier scan the bar code the next 
time you shop there. You can print our 
Ralphs flyer at http://mckinleyptc.com/ptc-
committees/e-scrip. 
 
Easy Ways to Raise Money – Continued 
on Back Page 
 

September Dates 
 

19th – Back to School Night: 
5:30pm-6:00pm Root Beer Floats to 
benefit the 5th grade graduation fund  
6:00pm-7:30pm Back-to-School 
 

25th – First PTC Meeting:  
6:15-7:30pm Media Center (Library) 
Childcare with pizza provided in the 
cafeteria by PrimeTime staff 
 

Oct. 1st – SSC/SGT Meeting 
4-6pm Media Center (Library) 

 
   

 



 
 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Join other parents to discuss school issues at 
www.McKinleyPTC.com. 

Or visit us on the School District website   
at http://new.sandi.net/schools/mckinley 

Register your Target REDcard! 
Shop at Target a lot? Apply for and enroll your REDcard and Target 
will donate 1% of your purchases to McKinley. See website for info: 
https://sites.target.com/site/en/corporate/page.jsp?contentId=PRD
03-005174&ref=sr_shorturl_tcoe 
 
Box Tops Fundraiser 
Box Tops are an easy way to raise money for McKinley all year long. 
Visit www.boxtops4education.com to learn how easy it is.  
1. Clip – Clip the Box Tops from hundreds of participating products 
and send them to school. Each one is worth 10 cents. 
2. Shop Online – Shop at your favorite online stores through the Box 
Tops Marketplace (boxtops4education.com/marketplace). 
3. Read – Buy books online through the Reading Room, a partnership 
between Box Tops and Barnes and Noble. 
Sign up to support our school at www.boxtops4education.com. 
 
Fresh & Easy Fundraiser Cancelled 
Fresh & Easy grocery stores have cancelled their school fundraising 
programs, so we will not be collecting Fresh & Easy receipts this year. 

 

Dear McKinley Families: 
 
What a great start to the 2013-14 school year!  On Sept. 3, 2014, we 
welcomed 102 kindergartners and their families into our school 
community to begin their elementary educational experience!  We are 
happy to have new students and families at all grade levels to join our 
IB World Community School!  Our students are off to a great start 
thanks to all the hard work of our wonderful staff and supportive 
parents.  Enrollment is up in all grades.  The school district is updating 
enrollment and staffing at all schools during the next two weeks. With 
these adjustments, there might be minimal adjustments to some classes.   
Thank you ahead of time for your cooperation and understanding.   
Welcome New Staff Members!  Please join me in welcoming three 
new teachers at McKinley: Katherine Wagner, 3rd; Shannon Trocha, K; 
and Scott Ghahay, 1st. In addition, please welcome Raymond Haffey, 
Ed. Specialist; Traci Hagglund, Adaptive PE; Chesney Ballantyne, 
Speech and Language Pathologist; and Eloise Kooima, Nurse. Nario 
Domingo is our Building Site Supervisor. He joined us at the end of 
last year, so I am now giving him a formal introduction to our school 
community. Nario and our wonderful custodian, Torell Brown, are a 
great team and work very hard to keep our school safe and clean!  I am 
thankful to all our returning staff that is part of the fabric which makes 
McKinley a Quality Neighborhood IB World School!  Our health office 
will be covered every day.  Eloise Kooima will be there on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, and Jenny Stabile, our Health Technician, is on campus 
from 8:40-3:45 Monday, and Friday and on Thursday, 8:40-1:00 p.m.   
Student Achievement Data 
STAR results  
School-wide, McKinley made gains in mathematics and science on the 
STAR tests administered in May 2012.  For grades 2-5, mathematics 
improved from 71.9% students at proficient and advanced to 72.9%.  
In science our scores improved from 70% to 81%!  In English 
Language Arts, we went from 70% to 68.9%.  We did not meet our 
targets in English Language Arts for all subgroups. Our API, 
Achievement Performance Index, dropped 4 points this year after five 
years of continued growth.  Our new score is 871 from 875.  Along 
with many schools in the district, we are in a state of transition as we 
move to the Common Core State Standards and a new assessment, 
Smarter Balance Assessments. We are excited with this new authentic 
assessment.  We celebrate our successes in science and mathematics 
and are looking critically at our literacy program to ensure all students 
grow in their achievement.  Students’ individual test data should have 
been mailed home by the school district. Please contact the office if you 
have not received the information.  I will keep you informed of the 
changes with assessment as we move to the Common Core State 
Standards and new assessment system.   For more information, visit, 
www.sandi.net.   

E-Scrip 
Register your credit card & your Vons Card (along with those of your 
friends and family) with e-Scrip.com and anytime you use your card at 
a participating merchant McKinley gets money! This costs you 
nothing, but provides a steady source of revenue for the school.   
     Local restaurants that participate include: Burger Lounge, Paesano, 
and Zensei Sushi just to name a few. If you register your credit card 
and use it at these restaurants, they will automatically give 5% of the 
total to the school! In addition, if you shop at Amazon.com, 
Diapers.com, Walmart.com, LandsEnd.com and many other online 
merchants and enter their site via e-Scrip.com, they automatically 
donate money to McKinley as well! All you have to do is remember 
to enter via e-Scrip.com and McKinley earns FREE money.  
To sign up go to: 
https://secure.escrip.com/jsp/supporter/registration/step1.jsp 
McKinley Group ID #: 4728227 
Please Note: We do not recommend signing up for AutoEarn. 
 
McKinley Pizza Night 
On the third Thursday of each month McKinley partners with a 
locally owned pizzeria that donates 20% of that evening’s proceeds 
from all patrons who bring in a McKinley Pizza Night flyer. This is a 
great night to meet up with other McKinley families who are dining in 
or taking out. Flyers are sent home as part of the Wednesday packets 
the day before and are also available online at 
http://mckinleyptc.com/events/mckinley-pizza-nights. 
 
 

A Few Words from Principal Julie Ashton-Gray 
Email: jashton-gray@sandi.net 

 

Attendance. This year I will continue to closely monitor and promote 
student attendance on a daily and monthly basis.  Last year, for June, 
our overall attendance was 97.59% and we were ranked 11th out 
of 117 elementary schools in San Diego Unified.  We will continue 
to offer Saturday school several times throughout the year to help 
students make up attendance. Thank you for your partnership!!  
Student Safety 
Thank you for your assistance in keeping all students safe.  At the end 
of the school day, there is a huge traffic jam and our safety patrol (5th 
grade students) is working hard to ensure students and families safely 
cross the intersection.  Our 5th grade students work closely with San 
Diego Police Officers to follow traffic guidelines.  When picking up 
your child at the end of the day, please park your car and walk up to 
the school to get your child.  Children should not be running across 
the street between cars to meet cars as they are stopped in traffic.  The 
traffic is difficult for about 15 minutes.  I ask for your patience and 
cooperation during these crucial times to keep our students safe!!  
Start off your day with some exercise!!   
The running program starts at 8:45 every morning on the blacktop.  
We want all students and parents walking around the track to get their 
blood circulating for optimum learning.  The playground structures 
are off limits before and after school.  Please join us in getting some 
exercise to start the day on the right foot!   
School Site Council (SSC) for 2013-14  
The SSC provides parents with an opportunity to be involved in the 
academic program of the school.  The SSC develops, monitors, and 
evaluates the Single Plan for Student Achievement (SPSA) to 
implement programs and services that support students.  The SSC, 
made up of teachers and parents, meet the first Tuesday of the month 
from 4:00-6:00 p.m.  We have several open positions on the SSC for 
the 2013-14 school year.  We will hold elections in October.  Please 
contact the office at 619-282-7694 or email me at jashton-
gray@sandi.net if you are interested or have any questions.   
Spanish, Dance, and Library – The Wheel!   
Students at grades K-3 will begin their “wheel” the week of 
September 30th.  Students have a two hour block where they rotate to 
Spanish, dance, and library.  The Spanish and dance classes are a result 
of the generous donations from the PTC to support these programs 
for our students.  Language is a requirement for the IB Programme.  
Students in grades 4 and 5 have a phenomenal music program offered 
by the school district for one hour every Wednesday morning 
followed by Spanish for one hour.  We are excited to start these 
important classes to ensure all students receive a broad and 
challenging curriculum!   Parents will receive information from our 
Spanish teachers to help reinforce language instruction in the home.   
I look forward to seeing all of you at Back to School Night on 
Thursday, September 19th!   
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