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April Dates
8th – Kindergarten and New Student
Registration begins
12th – Family Friday
12th – Evrio School on Campus
12th – Roots and Shoots Meeting
17th – Assembly on Water Conservation
17th – ELAC Mtg, 9:30am Comm. Rm.
18th – Pizza Night
20th – Casino Night
22nd – Earth Day
23rd – SSC/SGT Meeting @ 4 pm
26th – Roots and Shoots Meeting
29th-May 9 – STAR Testing Grades 2-5
30th – McKinley Foundation Mtg, 6pm

McKinley
Elementary
3045 Felton St.
San Diego, CA
92104
619-282-7694
McKinleyPTC.com

McKinley School Foundation Update
McKinley Casino Night – Less than 2
Weeks Left to RSVP
Be Caring
Be Balanced
Be Reflective

Make your reservations NOW for the 3rd annual
Casino Night, which takes place in less than 2
weeks. RSVP for an evening of food, drinks,
music and more! There are lots of fantastic items
up for bid in our silent auction, and prizes to be
won at the Casino! Don’t miss out!
When: April 20, 2013 at 6:30pm
Where: Sunset Temple, 3911 Kansas Street, 92104
Cost: $40/person for food, 1 drink and game
money.

TerraCycle

www.terracycle.net

Our school
recycles! Bring
in glue sticks, ink
cartridges, chip
bags and old pens!

Please sign up
with the office
to get flyers and
notifications
through email.

You can make your reservation online with a credit
card - see the link at the top right-hand side of the
McKinley website: www.mckinleytpc.com. Or use
the form available in the office or on the website
at http://mckinleyptc.com/events/mckinleycasino-royale/

Variety Show a Smashing Success
Once again the Variety Show was a smashing
success...from singing and dancing, to magic and
comedy, our kids took to the stage and gave us
shining performances. Twenty (yes count them)
fifth-grade Emcees kicked off the show singing and
dancing to their own rendition of "You and
Me". Our amazing principal, Julie Ashton-Gray,
closed our first act by dancing with all 100+ kids to
the chicken dance, macarena, YMCA and the
shuffle. The show culminated in the song "Lean On
Me", with a slide show of McKinley students,
teachers, and staff playing in the background.....
showing us that we are truly "Stronger Together."
Thanks to the Joan Kroc Theater, who came
through for us just weeks before the performance
when we heard that the North Park Theater was
going to be unavailable. And special thanks to all
the parent volunteers and sponsors who helped
make the show possible. A special shout out to
McKinley teachers Debbie Davis and Kathleen
Phillips for coming out to work the snack bar the
night of the show and Julie Ashton-Gray for being
such a great sport!

There were no nominations for the Treasurer
position on the Board, so Barbara Bovee has
agreed to continue in the position for one
additional year.
On April 30, the Foundation will meet to
discuss what programs to fund for the 20132014 school year. All Foundation meetings are
open to the public, so please feel free to attend
the meeting at 6pm in the media center.
You can learn more about the Foundation at
http://mckinleyptc.com/ptc-committees. If
you have any questions, please contact Shari
Schlossberg at mckinleyPTC@yahoo.com.

Pasta for Pennies Raises $2,515
A great big thank you goes out to the students
who helped us raise $2,515.12 to help fight
Leukemia and Lymphoma. That is the most
money that we have ever raised! The winning
class was Ms. Phillips’, which raised $267.57.
They will be celebrating with a special lunch
from Olive Garden, and they get a special
banner that says they raised over $200. Ms.
Stephenson's class ($200) also gets that banner.
The following classes will get a $100 banner:
Ms. January ($145), Mr. Carrillo ($163), Ms.
Appleby ($159), Ms. Mellos ($182), Ms. Z
($155), Mr. Kenyon ($105), Ms. Rose-Weber
($175), Ms. Mills ($180) and Mr. Pike ($182).
Thank you to everyone for helping to make
this effort such a success!

Screen-Free Week, April 29 – May 5
Screen-Free Week is an annual event where
children, families, schools and communities
are encouraged to turn off screens and "turn
on life." Instead of relying on television for
entertainment, participants read, daydream,
explore, enjoy nature, and spend time with
family and friends. More information will be
sent home separately with fun activities for
McKinley families to do together or at home.

April is Poetry Month
April is Poetry Month! Write a poem and
share it with your friends!

A Few Words from Principal\ Julie Ashton-Gray
Email: jashton-gray@sandi.net

Dear McKinley Families,
STAR Testing Around the Corner!
Students in grades 2-5 are busily preparing for the upcoming
STAR assessments. Students test Tuesday through Thursday
mornings the weeks of April 29th and May 6th. Mondays and
Fridays are set aside for make-ups. Our goal is to assess 100%
of the students in grades 2-5 and provide them with the support
and encouragement to DO THEIR BEST ON THE TEST!
The tests are untimed so students are able to work at their own
pace. The results help track students’ progress with grade level
standards from year to year. In addition, results are used by the
state to calculate the Academic Performance Index (API) that
determines if McKinley, along with all schools in CA, is making
progress in improving student achievement. From our STAR
results in 2012, our API is 876! Our goal is to top 900 this year.
In addition, STAR results will are also used to determine if we
have met our targets for No Child Left Behind. To help prepare
your child, visit http://www.starsamplequestions.org/ for STAR
sample questions and resources. Have some fun reviewing them
with your child and get to know the challenge your child will face
in 3 weeks. Please reinforce the following test-taking strategies:
• Never rush the test
• Use what you know
• Read all the choices
• Read CAREFULLY and reread
• Underline key words in the question
• Eliminate bad choices then make the best choice
• Ask yourself, “Does this make sense?”
• DON’T GIVE UP AND DO YOUR BEST!
• Remind your child he/she has the knowledge as the
material is not new.
• Reduce test anxiety by making sure your child is rested
and eats a nourishing breakfast.
Thank you for your partnership as I know our students will
take their time and shine!

and thanking him for all his hard work. The biggest benefit our
volunteers bring is that our students see their parents and
community members value education. Volunteers benefit our
entire learning community by fostering stronger school /
community relationships, demonstrating the importance of
community service and creating a common ownership in the
success of our students. THANK YOU!
The IB World Schools
More than one million students at around 3,500 schools in 143
countries offer the IB programs. The programs help students
develop the attitudes and skills they need for both academic and
personal success; be student centered; and explore globally
significant ideas and issues. One of the main goals of the
Primary Years Programme (PYP) is the development of the
whole child as an Inquirer both in the classroom and in the
world outside. They acquire the skills necessary to conduct
inquiry and research and show independence in learning. They
actively enjoy learning and this love of learning will be sustained
throughout their lives.
As we work to strengthen our program, share any insights
and reflections you have on your child’s learning through their
experiences at McKinley. Teachers want to know how their
work is carrying over to students’ lives outside of school and
how students are taking action as a result of their learning.
Attendance Counts
Thank you for making sure your child/children attends school
on time every day. Absences do cost our district. Please make
sure your child’s absence is only due to illness. Through Feb.
McKinley’s attendance was 96.30%. We were ranked 19th in the
district out of 117 elementary schools. The chart below
compares our school’s attendance to last year. For this school
year, McKinley’s portion in lost revenue to our district totals,
$62,011.38. Saturday school is over for the school year. Thank
you to the families who sent their child to make-up absences.

Registration for the 2013-14 School Year Now Open
Register your child for the class of 2027! Please pass the word
to neighbors and friends so we can plan for next year.
North Park Library
The library offers free homework help every Wed. at 6:00 p.m.
Students can just drop in and receive help in all areas. This is a
tremendous resource for our students and families!
April is Volunteer Appreciation Month
Jon Rogers is McKinley’s Volunteer of the Year! Jon can be
seen daily working in the garden to keep it thriving and healthy
and our campus beautiful! Please join me in congratulating Jon

Additional School News
Ms. Bette Brackett
One of McKinley’s “Super Volunteers”

spelling contest. Her favorite year was 6th grade because she
had a very nice teacher who understood girls and taught jacks.
She lived in a small town so the school was very small. There
were only about 20 students and you had to go outside to use
the bathroom! At that time there were no computers and the
fountain pen was just being invented.
Ms. Bette has been volunteering at McKinley since 2005. She
enjoys helping out with the kids because she considers herself to
be like an antique doll who still likes doing fun things.

Kindergarten Update
On Earth Day Room 2 will release ladybugs in the garden area.
The use of a biological control for pests is the big idea not fun.
As interviewed by students from Mr. Pike’s 4th Grade Class
Ms. Bette was born in Lincoln, Kansas and has three brothers.
When she was a girl, her favorite subject at school was reading
and she was very good at spelling. She even went to the state

Room 2’s art, titled Spring Has Sprung, is on exhibit at the
North Park Library. Stop by to check out the masterpieces and
get a library card.
Mr. Rittko’s 2nd Grade Class

