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McKinley Teachers/Staff Make Music Video
To encourage students to do their best on the STAR
tests taking place this week and next, our amazing
teachers and staff bravely performed their own music
video. Using a Katy Perry song, with custom lyrics
by Pam Steckbeck
and lead vocals by
Danielle Zdunich,
the video was
shown to students
Monday morning.
Teachers in the
grades 2-5 also
have a DVD that they can play throughout the
testing period to continue encouraging students to
“Show ‘em What You Know!” Check out the full
video at www.mckinleyptc.com.

Final PTC Meeting, May 16th, 6:15-7:30pm

Be Caring
Be Balanced
Be Reflective

Topics to be discussed include the budget for next
year, Foundation Board Members for next year, and
upcoming events: Rummage Sale-May 19th,
Grandparent's Day-June 1st and Community Movie
Night-June 2 at 8:30pm on the McKinley Lawn
(showing the new Karate Kid movie with Jaden
Smith). Also, come meet next year’s PTC President!

Second Annual Rummage Sale Fundraiser!

May Dates
1st - 10th – STAR Testing (Grades 2-5)
4th – Cinco De Mayo Celebration
8th – National Teacher’s Day
12th – Coach Lunsford’s Adventure Club,
9:30am – Bike ride along San Diego River
14th - 18th – Sun Safety Awareness Week
16th – PTC Meeting, 6:15-7:30pm
17th – Pizza Night
19th – Rummage Sale
21-25 – Staff Appreciation Week
21-25 – Scholastic Book Fair
24th – Open House & 5th Grade IB Exhibition
28th – Memorial Day NO SCHOOL
30th – Spring Music Concert (Grades 4 & 5)

New Garden Signs
Check out the beautiful
new signs directing
visitors to, and spread
throughout, the McKinley
garden. Thanks to parents
Joe Stagg and Rachel
Rath, and their first grader
Marley Rath-Stagg for
the signs. They made the
contribution in honor of
Earth Day.

When: Saturday, May 19
Where: McKinley Elementary School
Please start saving gently used items you’d like to donate
to the rummage sale! All items donated are tax
deductible. We will collect items before and after school
the week of May 15-18. Stay tuned for updates!

Terra Cycle
www.terracycle.net

Our school
recycles! Bring in
drink pouches,
glue sticks, corks,
chip bags, ink
cartridges, old
pens and
crayons!

Please sign up
with the office to
get flyers and
notifications
through email.

If you are interested in assisting in the planning and/or
helping the day of, please contact: Jen Spencer,
619-733-9024, jensabo@yahoo.com. First Planning
Meeting: Wednesday, May 2nd, 7:00pm at Jen’s
house. Please contact her for the address.

Casino Royale Raises More Than $11,000!
The second annual Casino Royale was a huge success!
With more than 70 silent action items, we raised over
$11,000, an increase of nearly 50% over last year. A
big Thank You to the event co-chairs Shari
Schlossberg and
Arlene Ibarra,
plus Jen Sabo
Spencer, Amy
Ahumada,
Mickey Brown
and all the other
parents who
worked so hard
to create this
wonderful
evening. A
special thanks to
McKinley parent
Thom Brown,
whose band
Unsteady was
the hit of the
evening. Thanks also to the McKinley teachers who
created special teacher/student outings for auction
prizes.

Sun Safety Awareness Week, May 14-18
We will be talking about the dangers of too
much sun, and how to protect against sun
damage. There will be activities and chances to
win prizes. Don't forget your sunscreen in the
morning, and get out those hats!

Recycling
We are still recycling items through Terra Cycle!
In the lobby you can drop off old corks, pens,
glue sticks, tape dispensers, cell phones, ink
cartridges, used crayons, and now used SHOES.
Shoes must be tied as a pair, and not have any
holes. No slippers, skates or flip flops accepted.

Box Tops and Coke Product Tops
Continue to bring in box tops and Coke product
tops! Little by little these things make a difference.

McKinley’s Birthday Book Club
Purchase a book for the library in honor of
your child’s birthday with a $10 donation. We
are now accepting donations for children with
birthdays in May, June and all summer months!

A Few Words from Principal Julie Ashton-Gray
Email: jashton-gray@sandi.net

Dear McKinley Families,
Spring has sprung and along with it our annual summative state
tests for students in grades 2-5. Students and teachers have been
working hard all year to master grade level standards and these
next two weeks are students’ opportunity to show what they know!
Parents will receive the STAR test results through the U.S. Mail at
the end of August. Thank you for making sure that your child is
rested, energized, and prepared to do his/her best on the test.
Congratulations to Danielle Zdunich, McKinley’s Teacher
of the Year!
May 8 is National Teacher Appreciation Day and the San Diego
Unified School District will be celebrating our extraordinary
teachers at the Day of the Teacher Celebration. Danielle Zdunich
is McKinley’s Teacher of the Year. This is quite an honor as our
site teacher is chosen by her peers as an outstanding teacher and
professional colleague. Please join me in recognizing Danielle and
celebrating all the outstanding teachers at McKinley Elementary!
We are so fortunate to have such a dedicated staff committed to
our students’ success, developing a strong partnership with our
families and community, and serving as role models as inquirers
and life-long learners in their profession. Take a moment and
nominate an amazing educator for People Magazine’s Teacher of
the Year Award. Favorite teachers are remembered for a lifetime.
People magazine wants to highlight those amazing teachers by
announcing the first People Teacher of the Year Award. Five
educators working in grades K-12 who are making a difference in
their students’ lives will be awarded a $5,000 prize. Readers can
download the application at the magazine’s website!
Stay Informed
Please stay informed by regularly visiting the school district’s website
at www.sandi.net for information from our Superintendent, Parent
Links, and Calendars for the 2012-13 school year. Information is
posted daily. Follow the link to McKinley’s website for site specific
information. As we work together to “Share our Planet,” we try to
minimize paper sent home and keep all families informed so they
can be active participants with their child’s education and
empowered to know how to navigate the school system. Please feel
free to email me with any questions at jashton-gray@sandi.net.

from all eight San Diego District's IB School's in a united effort to
raise funds to keep the IB programs afloat during these lean
budgetary years. We've developed marketing materials, including a
District IB website (www.sandi.net/ib), a video (also available on
the website), and a brochure; a district IB budget and potential
financing plan; and now we are bringing our show on the road.
We are inviting potential donors, funders, and community leaders to
a presentation highlighting the success of the IB program at our
schools and show how fortunate students in our district are to have
two full IB continuums (pre-school through 12th grade).
NOW WE NEED YOUR HELP! If you know individuals,
organizations, or businesses who might be interested in investing
in and/or partnering with these award-winning programs, or who
knows anyone that might be interested, please contact Sandy
Weiner-Mattson, rhusmom@sbcglobal.net, 619-459-8535. The
presentation will be at Roosevelt Middle School on May 25th at
1:00pm. Attendance does not obligate anyone to actually donate.
The District is trying their best to help keep these programs alive,
but without additional revenues from the state, they will be hardpressed to finance the additional costs required. If you value the
IB program at our school, please help us raise funds to sustain it.
Attendance Counts
Thank you for making sure your child/children attends school on
time every day. As of April 30, 2012, McKinley’s portion of lost
ADA (Average Daily Attendance) to our district totals
$47,307.96. At the end April, our attendance is 97.19%, and we
are ranked 7th in the district out of 117 elementary schools! The
chart below shows the attendance for our school compared to
our attendance last year. Our attendance is improving from last
year; however, absences do cost our district. Please make sure
your child’s absence is only due to illness. Thank you for helping
our children develop responsibility and job readiness skills by
being on time, ready to learn every day. Thank you for your
partnership!

How our Garden Grows!
Our garden is beautiful and producing flowers, vegetables, and
provides a wonderful place for our entire school community. I
would like to recognize Jon Rogers, father of Maizy and Camilla, for
his hard work, commitment, and countless hours working in the
garden planting, weeding, watering, etc! Many thanks to all parents
who regularly give their time and energy to help our garden thrive.
IB Update from Sandy Weiner-Mattson
The IB Sustainability Task Force has been working over the last
few months to bring together principals, teachers, and parents

Student News Section
3rd Grade

1st Grade

Smart, hunters, native; that describes the Kumeyaay, the Native
Americans of San Diego. The 3rd grade studied them! After
we studied them, we did our own projects. Some did plays,
some did a pretend TV show, I did a power point slide show.
A few weeks before the projects we went to Mission Trails
Regional Park and explored around. We saw lizards, yucca,
packrat homes, and an ewaa, Kumeyaay home. After we ate
lunch we did a little indoor scavenger hunt and learned some
new information. We are experts of Kumeyaay now.
Aidan Armstrong, 3rd Grade

Students are learning about the life cycles of plants and
animals. They will discover how plants and animals interact
with and are dependent upon one another. We began the unit
with a study on animal classifications. Here the children learned
why animals are placed in their particular group. We are also
studying how narrators influence stories, why people tell
stories, and how stories can teach us about our world.

Keep updated about important information at
www.McKinleyPTC.com. Visit us on the SDUSD
website at http://www.sandi.net/mckinley.
Find us on Facebook

We are planting various seeds and observing how they grow.
The students are awaiting the hatching of their butterflies,
Painted Ladies. They will be released into the McKinley
Garden. Thanks to volunteer Pat Taylor we are sewing patterns
onto our butterfly sewing cards that her husband made for the
entire 1st grade. Thank you Mr. and Mrs. Taylor!
Mrs. Appleby, Mrs. Zdunich, Mr. Rittko,
1st Grade Teachers

