
Unit 1, Third Grade     September 12-October 7 

 

Dear Parents,  

We have begun unit 1 of Spanish with your third grader.  In this unit, 

students will learn vocabulary for different modes of transportation as well 

as vocabulary related to Dia de los Muertos. Please use the vocabulary and 

suggestions below to help reinforce these concepts at home! 

 

Sincerely, 

Fabiola Murillo  
 

Corresponding IB Unit:  Who we are 

Objectives: Teach different modes of transportation in Spanish.  Review basic 

concepts of colors, numbers, and alphabet.  Teach vocabulary for Dia de los Muertos.  

Transportation vocabulary  

1. el avión The airplane 

2. la ambulancia The ambulance 

3. la bicicleta The bicycle 

4. el autobús The bus 

5. el auto The car 

6. el helicóptero The helicopter 

7. la moto The motorcycle 

8. el coche de policía The police car 

9. el autobús escolar The school bus 

10. el buque The ship 

11. el submarino The submarine 

12. el taxi The taxi 

13. el tren The train 

14. la tranvía The trolley 

15. el camión The truck 

16. el monociclo The unicycle 

17. el yate The yacht 

Dia de los muertos  

1. antepasados 

 

ancestors 

2. atole corn flour drink 

3. calacas skeleton figurines 

4. calaveras de azúcar sugar skulls 

5. cempasúchil marigold 

6. mole spicy sauce often made 

with chocolate 

7. ofrenda offering 

8. pan de muerto day of the dead bread 

9. papel picado cut paper banners 

 

 



Additional concepts being taught this unit: 

Activity 

Beginning Literacy-Initial syllable formation and reading 

Teach vowel sounds with consonants m,p,s,l 

Teach vowel sounds with consonants t,d 

Beginning Literacy- Basic Word formation 

Word study to further practice consonant sounds with m,p,s,l,t,d 

 

 

Tips for home reinforcement 
Pronunciation guide in Spanish: 

A is pronounced ‘ah’ like in father 

E is pronounced ‘eh’ like in met 

I is pronounced ‘ee’ like in feet 

O is pronounced ‘oh’ like the oa sound in boat 

U is pronounced ‘oo’ like in boot or tune 

Suggestions for home: 

• Make signs in Spanish to label things around your home 

• Make your own flashcards in Spanish (and have your child draw the pictures for 

them!) 

• Have everyone at home try to use this unit’s vocabulary in Spanish! 

• Check out some children’s books from the library in Spanish and work together 

to decode them! 

• See if your child’s favorite DVD has language options! Sometimes you can set the 

spoken language to be in Spanish and put captions on in English.   

• Explore YouTube for fun teaching songs in Spanish 

• Some free printable worksheets in Spanish can be found at 

www.enchantedlearning.com/ 

• Some fun songs, videos, and activities can be found at https://rockalingua.com/ 
 


