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Terra Cycle 

www.terracycle.net 
Our school 

recycles! Bring in 
glue sticks, glue 

bottles, pens, 
markers, tape 

dispensers and 
ink cartridges! 

NOTE: We are no 
longer recycling 

crayons. 
 

 
 
 
 
                
 
 
 

 
Please sign up 

with the office to 
get flyers and 
notifications 

through email. 

 Messenger  

¿Necesita las noticias en español?  Llame 282-7694. 
 

 

Jog-A-Thon, Thursday, October 24th 
One of McKinley's biggest (and most fun!) school 
fundraising events of the year is coming up October 
24th.  Information packets are going out soon. Kids 
who raise enough money can get this year's special 
jog-a-thon t-shirt designed by one of our very own 
McKinley students, a pizza party with the principal, 
and even a limo ride with Ms. Ashton-Gray to 
In&Out Burger.  For every sponsor a child gets (no 
matter the $ amount), the child earns a raffle ticket 
with prizes such as a bike, gift certificates for rock 
climbing, museum passes, great restaurants and more. 
We'll even help parents/kids set up individualized 
web pages to make it easier for out-of-town family 
and friends to donate online. 
 

Parents are needed to help out the day of the 
event! Look for information about volunteering in 
the Wednesday papers prior to event day. 
 

Thanks to the following local businesses for 
underwriting our t-shirts again this year: 
North Park Nursery by Mooch  
De Luca's Pizza  
Parkside Market  
Alden Environmental  
Community Housing Works 
 

If you have questions that aren’t answered in the event 
packet, please contact Helen Newlin at 
tradgirl92109@yahoo.com or 619-865-9616. 
 
4th Annual SoNo Fest & Chili Cook-off 
(Please note the new name!) 
Mark your calendars for the 4th Annual SoNo Fest & 
Chili Cook-off on December 1, 2013 from 11am to 
5pm.  The festivities include chili tasting in hand-
thrown ceramic bowls courtesy of our partner: San 
Diego Ceramic Connection, great holiday gifts and 
crafts from local artisans, live music, kids' activities, a 
craft beer and wine garden, and much more.   
 

All proceeds benefit McKinley's Spanish, arts and 
music programs, which help make for well-rounded 
students and enable us to keep our IB status.   
 

Please support the event by attending with your 
family and friends... or, for even more fun, help be 
a part of it.  We need volunteers to assist in the 
planning and for 2-3 hour shifts on the day of the 
event. Email Jen Byard at jenbyard@mac.com if you 
are interested in helping.    
 

For more information, Like us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/SoNoFestandChiliCookOff 
and/or visit www.sonofestchilicookoff.com. 
 
McKinley Pizza Night, Oct. 17  
On the third Thursday of each month (through May), 
a designated local pizzeria will donate to McKinley 
20% of that evening’s proceeds from patrons who 
bring in a McKinley Pizza Night flyer with purchase. 
This is a great night to meet up with other McKinley 
families who are dining in or taking out. Flyers are 
sent home as part of the Wednesday packets the day 
before McKinley Pizza Night and they are also 
available online at 
http://mckinleyptc.com/events/mckinley-pizza-
nights. 
 
 

 

Fundraising Corner 
 
Thank you Miller family for using 
Ascent Real Estate for the sale and 
purchase of a home, and earning 
nearly $1,300 for McKinley! 
Ascent Real Estate offers a unique way to 
raise money for McKinley. For any referral 
from McKinley parents, teachers, family or 
friends that turns into a closed sale, Ascent 
Real Estate agents Brian Lacklen and Kim 
Hawley will donate a percentage of the final 
sale amount to McKinley, with a minimum 
donation of $500. 
 

So use these agents yourself or refer them to 
your co-workers, friends or family!  They do 
business almost anywhere in San Diego 
County and have been long-time, dedicated 
supporters of McKinley, not only financially, 
but also with their time. Please keep their 
information handy and pass it along to 
anyone you know who is looking to buy or 
sell real estate. For more information: 

Agent Kim Hawley at 619-890-3447 
kimhawley@cox.net or 

Agent Brian Lacklen at 619-814-3439 
blacklen@ascentrealestate.net 

 
Does Your Employer Have a 
Charitable Donation Program? 
Many large corporations have charitable 
donation programs that support their 
employees’ community interests. By simply 
asking about your company’s charitable 
programs, you may be able to raise money 
for McKinley. McKinley already receives 
regular contributions from Wells Fargo and 
Intuit because of parents who work there. If 
your employer does have a plan, it’s 
important to tell them that the McKinley 
Foundation is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit 
organization.  For any questions, please 
contact Elaine Boyd, elaine@cuexecs.com, 
who chairs the McKinley grant committee. 
 
 

October Dates 
4th – Family Friday, 2:40pm 
8th – Picture Day 
17th – Pizza Night Sicilian Thing Pizza 
19th – Alumni Reunion, 1pm 
22nd – Picture Make-up Day  
24th – Jog-A-Thon 
26th – Saturday School 
 

November Dates 
1st – Family Friday, 2:40pm 
4th – Holiday Canned Food Drive Begins 
5th – SSC/SGT Meeting, 4pm 
6th – PTC Meeting, 6:15pm 
 
 

 



 
 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Join other parents to discuss school issues 
at www.McKinleyPTC.com. 

Or visit us on the School District website   
at http://new.sandi.net/schools/mckinley 

 

Dear McKinley Families, 
We had a great turnout for Back to School Night on Sept. 19th.   
Mark your calendar now for parent conferences scheduled for the 
week of Nov. 18-22, the week before Thanksgiving break.  These 
days are minimum days so students are dismissed at 12:55 p.m.  Every 
parent is expected to attend the conference where you will receive 
your child’s report card and have the opportunity to review your 
child’s progress toward meeting grade level standards in all areas.  
Our goal is to meet with 100% of our parents!  Teachers will send 
notices to schedule conferences in the near future.   
     This week, students started the “Wheel” where they receive 
instruction in Spanish, the arts, and visit the library with Ms. Kitty 
Mateo. During this instructional period, teachers meet in Professional 
Learning Committees at each grade level to plan instruction, review 
student achievement, and strengthen their implementation of the IB 
program.  Students in grades K-5 are receiving Spanish instruction 
from IES Language Foundation. Please visit their organization online 
at www.ieslanguages.org. Students will also receive “dance” 
instruction with Viviana Alcazar, Visual and Performing Teaching 
Artist. We are thrilled to have Viviana return to McKinley and 
continue instructing our students. She will support grade level 
standards in dance, and components of the IB programme through 
music and movement.  In addition, grades 2, 4, and 5 will begin their 
ceramics classes with teacher Ruby Walker.  She works under the 
direction of Kouta Shimazaki, Master Potter, and owner of the San 
Diego Ceramic Connection.  Spanish, dance or music, and the 
ceramics classes would not be possible without the generous support 
of McKinley’s PTC/Foundation. We are very thankful to all of you 
who support the PTC with your generous donations, partnership, and 
participation in the various fundraising events throughout the year.  
Through our partnership, we are able to provide a broad, balanced, 
and challenging curriculum for our students.   
IB Programme of Inquiry (POI) 
The IB Primary Years Programme (PYP) is a curriculum framework 
designed for elementary age students. It focuses on the development 
of the whole child as an inquirer, both in the classroom and in the 
world outside. It is defined by six transdisciplinary themes of global 
significance with an emphasis on inquiry-based learning. McKinley’s 
Programme of Inquiry (POI) is attached to this newsletter. Teachers 
have worked in collaborative teams to integrate state standards and 
local curriculum to provide students with the knowledge and skills 
required at their grade level.  The POI shows the six themes and how 
each grade level will address these themes. Listed are the essential 
elements of the PYP programme including the Central Idea, Key 
Concepts, Related Concepts, and Lines of Inquiry. This is an 
overview of each unit.  Teachers have developed detailed plans at 
each grade level.  In addition, the timeline for when the units will be 
taught per grade level is also attached.  At the recent PTC meeting, 

A Few Words from Principal Julie Ashton-Gray 
Email: jashton-gray@sandi.net 

 

Root Beer Floats Raise $345 for 5th Graders 
The 5th graders wish to thank everyone who made donations 
for Root Beer Floats at Open House last month. A special 
thanks to the Walgreens at University and 32nd Street for 
donating root beer, cups and napkins to the event. 
This is the first of  
several fundraisers  
the 5th graders will  
have during the  
school year.  All  
proceeds go  
toward their  
end-of-year  
promotion  
festivities. 

Walgreens Donates More Than $3,000 Worth of 
School Supplies to McKinley 
With sales of back-to-school supplies slowing down, the North 
Park Walgreens at University and 32nd Street decided to 
generously donate the remaining school supplies, valued at 
$3,066, to McKinley. Walgreens donated 1,922 items, such as: 

• 879 Folders 
• 350 Highlighters 
• 112 Rolls of Tape 
• 115 Pencil Bags and Boxes 

The next time you shop at Walgreens be sure to thank 
them for their generous donation to our school! 
 
McKinley “Octopus’s Garden” 
Started in 2007, the garden is an active part of the school 
curriculum. Each grade has their own raised bed in order to 
plant a variety of flowers, fruits and vegetables. Thanks to Jon 
Rogers and Grant Ferrier who maintain the garden year-round. 
Check out the link below for the garden’s ongoing history, wish 
list of supplies and adaptable curriculum.  Contact Jon Rogers 
at jonprogers@hotmail.com with questions or to get involved. 
http://mckinleyptc.com/garden-program/ 

McKinley PTC News - Continued from Front Page 

our IB Coordinator, Erin Knight, gave a presentation of the IB 
Programme.  As a follow-up, we are sending home these documents as 
requested by parents to improve communication. They are also posted 
on our websites.  For additional information, visit www.ibo.org.   
Attendance Counts! 
Please make sure your child attends on time every day! With cold and flu 
season approaching, I know you will take every measure to keep your 
child healthy for school!  Weekly, classes with the best attendance will be 
recognized along with students who have perfect attendance and no 
tardies. Attendance data will be posted in our newsletter each month. 
Students have an opportunity to make up one full day absence by 
attending Saturday school.  Our first session will be held on Saturday, 
Oct. 26th from 9:00am-1:00pm. Students are encouraged to attend and 
work with teachers on specific academic areas.  Please mark your 
calendar if your child needs to make-up an absence!   
Family Friday 
Friday, Oct. 4 is our first Family Friday of the school year from 2:40- 
3:40 p.m. The purpose of Family Friday is to invite parents to visit their 
children’s classrooms on a regular basis and participate in the 
instructional program. In additon, parents are invited to meet with me in 
the Media Center for informal conversation and presentations. This year 
I would like to provide information on the new Common Core State 
Standards. We begin the afternoon at 2:40 in the Media Center and 
parents are released to visit classes from 3:05 until the end of the day! 
Meaningful family engagement not only improves student academic 
achievement, but also boosts student self-esteem and improves attitudes 
toward learning.  I look forward to seeing you this Friday!   
Healthy Choices for Students What’s cooking for lunch?  
This fall, SDUSD School Cafés are meeting new federal nutrition 
standards for school meals, ensuring they are healthy, well-balanced and 
provide all the nutrition students need to succeed in school.  School 
meals offer fruits, vegetables, proteins and grains, with strict limits on 
saturated fat and portion sizes.  For more information: www.sandi.net. 
Click on Parents, and School Meals!  If you wish to bring snacks for your 
child’s classroom, please make healthy choices and discuss with your 
child’s teacher if there are any students with food allergies.  
Volunteer 
Volunteers are needed to help with lunch supervision! Want to spend 
lunch with your child and help supervise the playground? Kindergarten 
lunch is from 11:30-12:08. Grades 1 and 2 eat lunch and play from 
12:00-12:38. Grades 3, 4, and 5 eat at 12:20 and have a recess after they 
eat until 12:58. All volunteers must complete required paperwork and 
fulfill requirements mandated by the school district. Contact Maria 
Soto, volunteer coordinator, at the school office to volunteer.    
Help us return lost items…Please mark all of your child’s belongings 
with a permanent marker with your child’s first and last name.  Last 
year we had hundreds of unclaimed items in the lost and found located 
in the auditorium.  Thanks for your help so we can return lost items!   
 
 
 

 


